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land, and [ am thoroughly familiar with tbe
Queensland sugar country. T have not been
in our North-West, but from reliable informa-
tion received I believe we have up there all
the conditions necessary to the successful grow-
ing of the sugar cane. Ii we are to start a
jam factory in this State it will be necessary
that we sliould have the sugar industry also.
The member for Forrest said that the reascn
why we could not achieve success in the jam
industry was the cheap female labour obtain-
able in Tasmania. That constitutes the best
argnment 1 have heard in favour of our in-
dustrial arbifration being placed under the
Commonwealth, co that we might have uniform
laws. I remember an arbitration case in the
baot trade in Sydney a year or so ago. The
judge in dealing with the evidence admitted
that the men were receiving nothing more than
a living wage, but explained that he was com-
pelled to reduce their wages owing to the
competition from Victoria, where the wages
were even lower. He was compelled to reduce
the wages of the employces because there is
no uniformity on the wages question in the
various States. The sooner the Federal Arbi-
tration Court fixes the rates of wages the
better for all concerned. We have no hope of
competing with Tasmania with the cheap
female labour there. There is one matter I
wish to refer to. That is in regard to the
wheat question, but I shall have plenty of
opportunity when the report of the Royal Coms
mission that is now sitting dealing with the
wheat question comes before the House. I
trust, however, every assistance will be given
to the farming industry, The mining indnratry
is refexred to in the Governor’s Speech. The
industry on the Murchison has received little
assistance. It appears that those who cry out
most get most. We on the Murchison have
kept very silent and we have not criticised the
Government and have suffered in consequence.
I trust when the Minister goes to the Murchi-
son he will gsee our requirements and that we
shall get justice.

On motion by Mr. Maley, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.3 pm.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 11th Sentember, 1918,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ¢‘Papers
presented’! see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’!]

[ASSEMBLY.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT — WHEAT
GROWING AND STOCK RAISING,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.42]: In view of some of the re-
marks maide by the member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) last night, with regard to the question
of wheat growing in Western Australia, I
shonld like to make ‘a brief statement to the
House, There appears to be a general mis-
understanding in regard to certain advice
given from London on this matter. The mem-
ber for Beverley asked why the advice of the
London Wheat Committee to the Australian
Wheat Board, to curtail the growing of wheat
and engage in stock raising, had not been pub-
licly announced. I desire to state exactly what
occurred. The question of the relative merits
of wheat growing and stock raising was put
forward by the Australian Wheat Board in the
following cable which was sent to the London
Wheat Committee in January of this year—
Owing to the probable shortage of tom-
nage for some years, question of reduecing
our wheat areas in favour of stock and pig
raising is in our mind. -
That i$ to say, in the mind of the Australian
Wheat Board.
When present crop delivered there will be
5% million tons export wheat in Australia.
If searcity of tonnage likely to continue for
another two years, stock will inerease and
big deterioration take place. We desire to
know if tonmnage iz likely to improve in view
of all eircumstances. Any information you
can aseertain on this question will be im-
mense henefit to Australia.  Suggest that
you cousult Wheat Commitfee and other au-
thorities on whole matter.
The following reply was received from London
by the Australian Wheat Bpard:—
As long as war continues Commission—
That is, the British Wheat Commission.
see no prospect improvement tonnage Aus-
tralin. They consider at conclusion war
wheat will be more valuable, even allowing
for deterioration, than stock; also more
readily negotiabla and movable.
After discussion at the Awstralian Wheat
Board conferenee on the 16th January last, it
wag decided that the matter of advising farm-
ers be left to the Governments of the indi-
vidual States, to give whatever adviee they
might think fit. On the return of this State’s
representative from Melbourne, the subject was
earefully diseussed by the Government, and a
decision was arrived at that there was no
cause for alarm on the part of the growers, in
view of the opinion of the London Committee
which T have just read to the House, in view
of the opinions expressed by Mr. Love, the
British Government Wheat Commissioner for
Australia, and lastly, in view of the opiniong
expressed by Professor Lefroy. Furtber, Mr,
Love and Professor Lefroy gave it as their
opinion that wheat would be more readily

saleable at a  profitable figure after
the war than it is at the present
time, That opinion was expressed to
me, and alse to this State's. represen-

tative at the conference. TUnder that ad-
vice the Government did not comsider it wise,
and T certainly did not consider it my duty,
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to recommend the Western Australian farmer
to refrain from growing wheat. I felt that
our farmer should be encouraged rather to
grow wheat, since, at the comeclusion of the
war, wheat is likely to be-of comsiderably
greater value than it is at the present time,
Hence the Government of this State did not
make any publie announcement on the subjeet.
There was no public announcement fo make,
Hon. W. C. Angwin: How long is it since
you received the London cablegram you have
just read?
The PREMIER: It came in January last.
Hon. W, €. Angwin: It is not on the file.
The PREMIER: I do not wish to have any
argument at all, but I may point ont that this
eablegram did not come to the Western Aus-
tralian Government. As I have already told
the House, the cablegram came to the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board from the British Wheat
Commission. The message was in the posses-
sion of the Australian Wheat Board, who de-
cided to leave the matter to the individual
States. In the circumstances, the Western
Auvstralian Government did not think it wise
to alarm the Western Australian farmer and
discourage him from wheat growing,

QUESTION—FIRE BRIGADES BOARD,
AUDITOR’S REPORT. :

Mr. HOLMAN (without notice) asked the
Premier: Has the hon. genfleman brought
to the Howse the anditor’s report in connec.
tion with the Fire Brigades Board?

The PREMIER replied: I have not got
the report, I do mot know that it is
necessary for me to enter into an explana.
tion. The hon. member asked yesterdap
whether T would Iay on the Table of the
Houge a certain report. T said I would go
into the question and give it due considera
tion. I do not know whether it is necessary
for me to offer any explanation of the fact
that I have not the report now in my hands.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary.

The PREMIER: The hon. member led me
to understand that the report referred to is
the report of one of the Auditor General’s
officers to the Auditor General. When the
Auditor General forwards his own report to
the Minister concerned, the Government wih
be pleased to lay the paper on the Table, if
the Houge desires that that should be done.
However, certain inquiries are being made;
and until they have been completed I shall
not be in a position to lay any paper in this
connection on the Table.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’
SETTLEMENT.
Introduced by the Premier, and read a first
time.

LAND

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. MALEY, leave of ab-
sence for one month granted to the member
for York (Mr. Griffiths) on the ground of
urgent private business,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Débate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.54]: As
shall direet my remarks chiefly to the que
tion of land seitlement from an agricultur
member’s point of view, I wish to take tl

_opportunity of paying a tribute to tl

memory of the foremost son of Western Au
tralia—I refer to the late Lord Forrest.
we look back we must recognise that Wes
ern Australia’s land policy, which was i
itiated by the deceased sfatesmanp, is o1
absolntely in the best-interests of settlemen
and one framed with a full knowledge ¢
pioneering. difficulties, a subjeet with whic
Lord Forrest was intimately acquainted. 2
a member of the executive of the Farmer
and Settlers’ Association, I happened o }
appointed to a committee who were to fran
a definite land policy for that assoeciation
anid after exhaustive inquiries into the su
ject we are forced to the conclusion that w»
could do ne better than revert to the origin
land policy inangurated by Lord Forre
whenr lhe was in econtrol of affai
in  Western Awstralia, Ag  to lar
settlement generally, let me point o
that in no country have the pionee
of settlement themselves ever suceeede
the reward of their efforts and the
enterprise has been reaped by the succee
ing geoeration. But with modern metho
we should be able to-direct land settlemer
on sach lines as will enable the pioneer
make good in his own lifetime. Tp to t!
prezent our policy has bheen directed towar
asking the selector in the first instance
buy his land and to pay for it at an e
orbitantly high price; and we have impos:
g¢ertain improvement conditions and settl
ment conditions. The third funetion of ti
settler has been to make a living, But, n
fortunately, he cannot de the three thinm,
at onece. The pgravest problem confrontin
this State at present is te keep on the lar
the man who is already there; to make tl
conditions remumnerative and more attraectis
g0 that he may be able to enjoy some «
those comforts of life which his ity broth
enjoys, I was extremely interested to he:
the leader of the Opposition, speaking on tl
Address-in-reply, remark—
The whele of our destinies are wrapps
up in the agrieultural advanecement of th
State.

The realisation of that fact induced the Go
ernment of three or fonr years ago to pa
the Industries Assistance Act. The Ffund:
mental idea underlying the creation of tk
Industries Assistance Board was not, ¢
gome people think, to keep worthless farme:
on the land by paying them the magnificer
wage of 9s. per day, but the proteetion
the Government’s own seeurities—mnothin,
more and nothing less.

. Mr, Munsie: What Government were r
sponsible for that assistance?

Mr. MALEY: T presume the Labou
Government. The Industries Assistanc
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Act was passed in 1914, when hon, members
opposite were in power,

Mr. Munsie: That is correct.
You give us some little eredit.

Mr. MALEY: 1 give hon. members op-
posite all the eredit they deserve. As rogards
the overcoming of ecertain difficulties per-
taining to land settlement here to-day, 1
have heard one or two constructive sugges-
tions from our friends opposite. One sugges-

I am glad

tion was to bring all unutilised lands along”

the existing railway system into use by im-
posing n tax on unimproved land valoes, An-
other suggestion, emanating from the mem-
bor fer lorrest (Mr. O'Loghlen), was to
make life in the country more attractive by
sending pictore shows out there. - This last

is  indeed . a  helpful and constructive
suggestion. But, apparently, the farmer
to-day is too hard-up. to allow of even

rural pieture shows proving reproductive or
profitable. As to the scheme, propounded so
enthusiastically, of taxing unimproved land
values, if hon. members opposite are so de-
sirous of carrying that into effect, let me re-
mind them that this State already has a
tax on unimproved land values, and that they
have the opportunity, if they wish to do so,
of giving effect to their purpose in connection
with the taxation Bills brought down, But
it is false to think that the introduction of
this tax is going to bring into production
all that land whieh is Iying idle alongside
railways., It is impogsible -to tax the land
into production. 1f hon. members want a rea-
son for the land not being brought into pro-
duction, they have not far to seek for it; they
have an illustration of this reason in the con-
dition of the agrienltural industry at the
present time. The industry has hbeen so un-
_profitable that therc has been no encowrage-
ment to others to invest their money in the
direection of improving land beyond the pur-
pose for which it is already used. People
are not going to put their money into unpro-
fitable concerns, and of recent years we have
come to realise how really unprofitable agri-
culture is. This realisation has been brought
about by the scientific methods adopted by
the Taxation Commissioner, who is making us
indulge in an annwal stock-taking to find out
exactly what our position is, If the Taxa-
tion Commissioner has achieved no other pur-
pose by the system of aceountancy which he
has promoted in connection with the furn-
ishing of these returns, he has made vs un-
derstand exaetly what our position is, and
“how little the interest is which we earn on
the capital we have invested. With regard
to land scttlement generally, it is abselutely
essential that a bold and comprehensive pol-
icy be adopted immediately. Ministers when
touring through the ecountry have rececived
deputations from all quarters pointing out the
exact position of settlement in the varions
loealities. Many statisties have been snp-
‘plied showing the cropping returns over var-
jous perieds, and complaints have Heen made
about the high values placed on the land
thrown open for selection miles from a rail-
zailway. Itisimportant,in my opinion,instead
of tiddly-winking with the position, to grasp
it boldly and provide relief in various direc-
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tiohs, such' 48 in regard to arrears of rent
and deférrad interest and so on. The Govern-
ment ¢hould immediately revise all conditional
purchase leases and add the aceumnlated reat
and payments dve to the end of the lease.
The Country party have assisted in bringing
about the provision that exemption from rent,
in the ease of new selectors, shall be granted
for.the first five years. But why should not
a man whe ‘has been struggling ever since
1910 receive similar relief? It is absurd to
think that the man whae has borne the heat
and burden of the day under a Wwrong policy
of settlement should not he entitled to take
advantage of the five years’ exemption from
rents, especially if the adoption of smch a
courge would have the effect of saving him.
This is a matter to which the Goverument
should give immediate consideration and
bring into effcet without delay.

The Premier: Why not empty the Treasury
straight away?

Mr, MALEY: Better that than to let the
settlers go off the land never to return, They
have bought their experience, and heaven
knows how much they have paid for it, and
no effort should be spared to save them,

Hon. I", E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister): You cannot make a general rule about
the payment of rents, because there are peo-
ple who are in a position to pay.

Mr. MALEY: After all we have been pay-
ing rents with borrowed money and the deficit
has not been affected one way or the other.
Tt is only a book-keeping entry. Why not
adopt the policy which I have suggested and
tack the burden onr to the end of the leascs?

Hon. P. K. 8. Willmott {Honorary Minis-
ter): We cannot do it; mo Minister can upset
what Parliament decides.

Mr. MALEY: The Minister knows that I am
not speaking through the roof of my lead in
connection with this matter, because I have
brought more than ome petition under his
notice and the notice of the Premier. And if
this kind of thing is happening in my distriet
it must be happening in every other distriet
in the State. I desire to say a few words on
the subject of repatriation. I hope the Gov-
ernment, will bring down their legislative pro-
posals without delay, and that those proposals
will provide that every soldier settler shall
have sonie equity in his land, perhaps in the
shape of a home, which will be a sheet-anchor
to him. It is no use eettling these men on the
land and taking a mortgage over the property
without creating some equity which will kee%
them therc. One of the principal provisions,
suppose, will be an exemption from the pay-
ment of rent for a considerable period, perhaps
ten years. But should a selector strike a series
of seasons such as we experienced a few years
back, he has no equity in c¢onnection with his
holding, and he will simply walk off it and
gay, ‘' Take your old dug-out back, T am off.”’
Tt should he the bounden iluty of the Govern-
ment to establish something in the nature that
T have suggested in return for the services
the soldiers have rendered us. Another matter
to which I wish to refer hriefly is that of the
lamentable eentralisation poliey which is fol-
lowed by this Government. Tt ia 'particula_rl-y
emphasised at the port of Geraldtom, to which
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‘the whole of the produce of the bhinterland
should find its way. We are producing in those
parts half a million pounds’ worth of lead
anuually, and the whole of that is hanled past
the very door of Geraldton to Fremantle, a
<listante of 400 miles. I understand also that
there’ wag a definite proposal made that there
wag to be no wheat atacked in Geraldton this
Year, The Seheme found that only half the
‘provision whiech had been made for storing
last year’s crop in Geraldton was used, and
then deeided that they would only avail them-
selves of that. That means, of course, that
we are going to have most of our wheat stored
elsewhére.  Again, a dJdefinite statement has
heen made that after the present appraisement
of wool at Geraldton is carried out that town
is no longer to be a centre for wool appraise-
ment,” T am quite aware 'that the Premier will
say that this is a matter which comes within
the' purview of the Federal Government or the
Central Wool Board, but surely the State Gov-
ernment should not stand idly by and sce one
‘of the principal towns of the State absolutely
ruined, as it will be if Geraldton is no longer
to be a wool appraising centre. A very strong
protest should be entered to prevent the Cen-
tral Wool Board taking the action it is said
they propose to do. Another matter which I
wish to bring under the notice of the Govern-
ment, and partienlarly that of the Homnorary
Minister for the North-West—who I am sorry
to find ig not present in the Chamber—is in
connection with the shipping trade. We claim
that Geraldton is entitied to the trade of the
North-West so far as produce is concerned,
but a difficulty is experienced throngh vessels
not calling at Geraldton on account of the
bad management of the State steamship ser-
vice. I wonld like to read a letter giving the
point of view of the Geraldton District Co-
operative Fleur Milling Company, who should
gain the whole of the North-West flour trade.
The letter gives an idea of the sbipping ques-
tion at Geraldton—

Shipping at Geraldton.—For some con-
siderable time prior to March last the s.a.
“*Bambra’’ was not calling at Geraldton for
eargo. We think this boat was off the coast
for some time and that this was mainly the
reason for it mot calling here. In April last
we took up this maiter with Mr. Willcock,
and he arranged with the manager ‘of the
State Steamship Serviee for 50 tons of space
for cargo for Geraldton to be reserved on
each trip of the ‘‘Bambra’’ north, and we
have advised the agents that we are prepared
to fill this space on each trip. TIn regard
‘to shutting out of cargo we find that just
before the Singapore boats stopped calling
‘here they had left cargo behind fairly fre-
quently, buf their agents have always given
us reasonable notice that the boat wonld not
be taking our cargo aboard. The ‘‘Bambra’’
has frequently shut out cargo, and on her
last trip she shut out some eight tons. This
costs ma 2s. 6d. per fon to load and 2s 6d.
per ton to wnload, including wharfage
charges, and there are several other small
expenses, such as stampe for bill of lading,
ete. There is also the annoyance cawsed our
clients, as these people ecould have easily
ordered from Fremantle, with more cer-
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tainty of having their orders shipped. The

main complaint we have against the State

Steamship Service is the lack of information

given to the local agents and shippers. We

can very seldom get any information con-
cerning the boat. As we do not commence
to load cargo here until the boat is adver-
tised to leave Fremantle, we think that if
the head office was to notify the local agent
by wire, stating what ports they could not
take cargo for, we could then stop the load-
ing for these ports and thus save the ahove
expenses. We have not gone into details to
ascertain our exact expenses on cargo shut
out, but from one or two amounts we have
before us, the total amount during the past
two years must be considerably over £100.
In this connection some months ago we had
60 toms of flour waiting on the Geraldton
wharf for the State steamer. Arrangements
had been made through the agent for lifting
the eargo, and it had been run out on to the
wharf in all good faith for loading. It cost
the milling company 5s. per ton for loading
aud unloading and taking it back to store.

Mr, Teesdale: The department shonld have
refunded the amount.

Mr., MALEY: In the Governor's Speech
the return of the last wheat harvest
is given as 9,303,787 bushels from an
area of 1,240,762 aeres eropped, which
on an average does nof amount to T4
bushels to the acre. Seeing that the farm-
ing methods pursned by these under the In-
dustries Assistance Board are perhaps the
worst in the State, it is safe to sayv that the
farmers under the board could not have har-
vested more than four or five bushels fo the
aere. This lamentable condition of affairs
has been brought about by the extraordinary
policy of the board in regard to cropping.
The board’s gystem is to rveward a man ae-
eording to the area he puts under crop, to
increase his wages as the area inereases.
Thus, 2 man who crops from 160 to 130 acres
is paid a higher rate of wage than the man
who crops from 120 to 150 neres. The sliding
seale continues until the maximum amount
of assistance is reached with the area of
250 acres, A man cropping that area re-
ccives the magnificent wage so much erifi-
cised by hon. members epposite.

Mr. Munsic: Nothing of the sort; it is
not criticised at all.

Mr. MALEY: Well, T will withdraw that.
Clearly, under the system referred to, every
encouragement is given to a man to put in
as large an area as he can in order that he
might get the maximum assistance from the
hoard. Tt is a direct incentive to bad farm-
ing, and in my opinion the management of
the Industries Assistance Board have them-
selves to thank for the low returns achieved
by their clients. The board should be giv-
ing every encouragement to improved me-
thads of farming. It would he a good policy
if the board arranged to have half the area
under erop and a great deal more fallowing
dome. Under the dirty conditions which have
obtained during the past two or three heavy
years, the land will not bear the scratched-in
erop, aad it wonld be wise if the Government
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were to encourage fallowing by giving a
borus.

The Attorney General: In what way?

Mr. MALEY: By giving a bonus of, say,
5s. per acre, as is doune in New South Wales.
I would have liked to touch upon the guestion
of the Wheat Pool, but I realise that this is
practieally sub judice at present. I hope that
the report which the Government are await-
ing from the Royal Commission will be ex-
pedited. I was surprised to learn from the
Premier’s statement made to-day that the
Imperial Government have advised the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board that it is essential to
still euncourage wheat production, because
only a short time ago the Minister in charge
of the Wheat Pool stated definitely on the
public platform that the Imperial Govern-
ment did not want our wheat. It is encour-
aging to hear that so reeently as Jaonuary
of this year the Ymperial Government de-
clared that wheat production is 'more neees-
sary than the production of stock or wool. I
do not know how the Premier reconciles his
collengue’s statement with that which he
himself made on the floor of the Hounse. T
would like to know why the Government did
not earlier recognise that the production of
wheat is just as important to-day as it was
three or four years ago?

The Premier: I told the farmers so. T
do not know that the Honorary Minister told
the farmers not to grow wheat.

Mr. MTALEY: At the recent conference,
which has heen so mueh diseunssed, the Hono-
rary Minister said@ that the Imperial Gov-
ernment did not want our wheat.

The Premier: That is a totally different
thing.

Mr. MALEY: No encouragement has heen
given to wheat production in this State. If
it is essential that the farmers should pro-
duce wheat, surely a Ministerial announce-
ment of a’ gunaranteg should have been given
in time to encourage the farmers to pot their
best efforts into the areas going under erop.
It was not until fwo months after tilling
aperations ceased that the Government said
the obligation was on them to guarantee 3s.
out of the 4s. 44. per bushel.

The Premier: That was done long ago.

Mr. MALEY: No guarantee was given in
this State, notwithstanding that a definite
guarantee for the next two years was given
hy the New South Wales Government to the
farmers of that State. No such guarantee
was given here.

Mr. Munsie: And T hope it never will be
without the question first being submitted
to Parliament.

The Premier: That has been known for
months.

Mr. MALEY: Tn conclusion, let me say T
recognise that, perhaps, we are having some
little diffienlty in regard to finance, but that
I think we ought to be prepared to bear our
share of the hurden, ag other countries are
doing. No Government of to-day ean know
exactly what is ahead of them, and T think
the position in which we find ourselves is not
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50 very bad when compared with that of other
countries,

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [6.28]:
I bave a few remarks to make, notwithstand-
ing that the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale) may characterise them as so much
gas, 1 am pleased at learning that the hon.
member had devoted his recess to a visit to
the Eastern States, and that in the course of
his gojourning he aequired considerable know-
ledge which is likely to be of use in this House.
I was particularly pleased that he should have-
gone to Queensland, and that even if he went
to scoff he remained to pray, as he was man
enough to admit when speaking of the activ-
ities of the Queensland Government in regard
to the repatriation, in which respect he de-
clared that Queensland is far ahead of the
other 3tates. I have here a pamphlet on the-
subject, entitled ‘¢ Soeialism at Work.”’ T ean
honestly commend it to the attention of those
hou, memhers who would know what Queens-
land is deing for her returned soldiers.

Mr. Johnston: Can other copies be ob-
tained.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes, free of cost. I would
like to refer to the guestion which was touched
on last night in an admirable specch by the
member for Cue in regard to the cost of min-
ing requisites. I brought this matter up some
ning months ago, but we have yet to learn that
the Government have taken any steps to re-
duce the cost of mining reguisites. It is
mogt important to the miring industry at the-
present time, T believe the eost per ton has
gone up 4s., which is a very serious handi-
eap. The Government should grapple with
this question, and see if they cannot relieve
the mining industry in that divection. The
Attorney QGeneral speaking the other evening
said that it was the intention of the. Minister
for Mines to make the conditions of mining
more attractive, T consider the Government
have done very little indeed to make the min-
ing industry attractive. We have made re-
peated requests for the appointment of a work-
man’s inspector for the Westonia distriet. At
the present time Inspector Crabl has to deal
with the districts of Coolgardie, Dundas, and
Yilgarn, and ne man can look after such a
large area of country. Tt is impossible for
him to ecarry out the work that should be done.
The mines are long distances apart and the in-
spector cannot see that the workings are safs
for the workers. Another inspeetor should ba
appointed for that distriet. Tt is said that wo
serious accident has happened in the mines in
this particular district, but T would point
out that it is wrong for the Minister to wait
for a serious aeccident before waking up. To
loose methods and bad inspection in the early
days a great deal of trouble on.the Golden Mile
is due. Instead of leaving pillars, the ore was
gouged out in the face for hundreds of feet,
and now the miners are reaping the benefit
of the neglect of the past, Westonia I8 o
young field, and the ore is likely to go to a
great depth. Tt is now that strict supervision
and inspection should be carried out to see
that proper pillars are Jeft so that in the
future the miring industry will not suffer
from bad inspection. If this had been done
in the past many lives would have been saved
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on the Belt. It is essential that an exira in-
spector should be appointed to assist in the
work in that district. It is reported that every-
thing is in order in this distriet, yet we must
remember that a few days back it was found
that at the Edia May Deeps there was only
one shaft in the mine, only one outlet, which
proves conclusively that the reports from the
inspeetor are mnot true, or that he does not
know his boginess. When mines are going
down to any depth and only onc outlet is left,
and an inspeetor reports that the mine is safe,
he either does mot know his husiness or he is
not telling the truth. In the past it has
been reportetd that this mine was in order.
In that wet district there is no knowing when
a mine may be flooded, and if there is only
one outlet it is a serious state of affairs, The
Attorney General said the Minister for Mines
wag endecavouring to make mining more at-
tractive. Tf so, then it is essential that an-
gther inscptcor should be immediately ap-
pointed for that distriet. In the Laverton
distriet requests have heer made for the
radius outside Laverton to be extended from
eight miles to 12 miles, so that the Childe Har-
old mine may be inecluded in the inspector’s
distriet. Tt is omly a small matter, but after
frequent requests the Mimisber is mot ,pre-
pared to extend the radius to 12 miles, from
tha Laverton post office as asked. The Childe
Harold mine was deemed to be unsafe when
it way worked years ago, and it iz 2 mine that
will require to be carefully watched. It is
little enough for the Government to extend
the boundaries to allow the workmen’s ingpec-
tor to inspect that partiecular mine. The in-
spector in that distriect has to travel from
Comet Vale to Laverton, and he is given a
bicyele to ride. Anyone who knows that dis-
‘triet must recognise that it is impossible
for a man to get round the country
on an ordinary bicyele. At times the
ingpeetor may land in one  particular
town and not be able to get away for
two or three days. The Government shonid
give the inspector other means of locomotion
rather than a push bike,

The Minister for Mines:
are you referring to%

Mr, LUTEY: The workmen’s inspector be-
tween Laverton and Comet Vale. A motor
bike or a motor-car might be -provided for
the inspector. I would like to refer to the
ereep in the Great Boulder Mine. More than
* 12 months ago I brought thiz matter before
the House when a man named Flanagan was
killed in the mine and I pointed out the dan-
ger and asked that a Royal Commission might
‘be appoiuted to inquire into.the position on
the Great Boulder mine, Tt is extremely
dangerous not only through loose mining in
the early days, but at the present time we find
that there are two parallel lodes hetwecn the
Boulder and Ivanhoe and the Horseshoe, with
200ft, to 250€t. of ground between. If there
i8 a slip of ground with lodes on hoth
sidles going to a depth of 2,000 feet with work
going on almost eontinuonsly, anyone nmust
realise the danger there is to the workmen
engaged. Any ereep or slight movement that
takes place must prove a great danger. When

What inspectar
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Flanagan was killed it was like a shot geing
off underneath my house, which is only a mile
or a mile and a half from that partieular
mine, If there is a proper ercep and the
ground gives way, which it might at any time,
there will be a big catastrophe. It is inter-.
esting to notc that Mr. Montgomery in hisg
report stated—

There is a condition in the Great Boulder
mine and in the adjadent Ivanhoe and Golden:
Horseshoe mines immediately west of it
which would appear to conduce to the possi-
hility of heavy pressure in all three mines.
The principal workings of these mines are
on two parallel lodes,  Qnly some 200 to 250
feet distant from one another. Both the
Great Boulder lode and the Ivanhoe-Golden

- Horseshoe lode have been stoped out nearly
continuously for long distunces along their
length and ddown to 2,000 feet in depth, and
‘as the ore bodies were nearly opposite to
cach other we have a large flake of country
some 200 or more feet thick standing on its
edge between two large worked-out areas in
the lodes. As the lodes underlay westerly thig
large slab of ecountry must have a tendency
to throw considerable part of its weight upon
the Great Boulder working on its eastern
side, it seems possible that if it once starts
to move it would soon exercise a very heavy
pressure.

Members who are acquainted with mining ean

quite understand what a pressure like that
means; an immense slab of country 2,000 feet
deep and 250 feet side-worked out on either
pide. The Great Boulder has gone undler that
ground to & great depth and any shifting of
this ground at any time would mean a big
accilent. The Government have appointed the
Chief Inspector from New South Wales to
make @ report on this distriet. I understand
that it is intended that he shall put in a fort-
night in that distriet. I am sorry that thia
inspeetor has not been appeinted a Royal Com-
migsioner so that he conld ecall witnesses
and take evidence on oath. A fortnight is
altogether too little to carry out such a big
task as examining the workings of thiz mine.

[ also wish to refer to deep boring. This has

been brought hefore the House on many ogca-
sions. T referred to it during the debate on
the last Address-in-reply but the Attorney

General says the Government are doing

evervthing possible to further the gold-
mining industry. If there is a chance of
furthering the gold-mining industry in any

State, it i3 on the Golden Mile at the Northemn

end. From the Hidden Secret at East EKal-
goorlie to "Moss Hill there are hundreds of
feet of country that 1 feel sure if a bore was
put out from the workings of the Hidden Sec-
ret, the shaft of which iz 400 feet deep, some-
thing would he struek that would pay the
Government. If the Government do go in for
boring here, I think the Government should
take up the ground in which they intend to
bore. It is unpegged at the present time, and
if anything is struck then fthe Government
would easily recoup themselves. We are not

able to build railways or smelters and if a

gooll mine or two was diseoveved on the Belt
where the railway is adjacent and where there
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is every convenience for carrying on mining, it
would be of great value to the State. It
would be of greazter value than finding some-
thing miles away in the mulga. I hope the
Govérnment will give this matter their serious
attention. If the Minister goes to Kalgoorlie
in a week or two, which I understand he in-
tends to do, T hope he will go to the locality
I have referred to and inquire into this matter
of deep boring and see if he ¢an give the min-
nig industry a fillip in that distriet.

The Minister for Mines: You mean at the
north end?¥

Mr. LUTEY: Yes. I mention the north
end, but I believe that in the south end, too,
there are splendid prospects for deep boring,
We have heard of bores being put down in the
early days, which have now been abandoned
without anything having been dome. I know
of one place at the sonthern end, upon which
the Great Southern Development Co. put down
a bore some 19 years ago. Their prospects
were such that they sunk a shaft of hondreds
of feet in depth. The shaft iz still in good
condition, but the company, through their
operations in other parts of the world, failed,
and they therefore abandoned the show upon
which nothing has since bheen done. I believe
that the records of the bores have algo been
lost. T have not been able to trace them, or
get any particulars in regard to them. It is
a pity that this should be the case becaunse,
had the State been in possession of these

. particulars, the authorities would know what
to do at the present time. I believe that even
at the south end there would be good prospects
for deep boring., Either the mover, or the
.seconder, of the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply appealed to this side of
the House, and to the unions, to work together,
and do the best they could for the advantage
of the shipbuilding busginess that is abont to
be started in this State. The making of this
appeal wag an insinnation that the taeties of
Labour bodies were not in the best interests
of the community. Whilst this request is being
made in regard to shipbuilding, we find that
the shipbuiiding company, and the employees
who were to work for it, came to an
agreement, which both parties were pre.
pared to sign, but the governing powers
in the FEastern States objested to their

doing so. If members were honest, and
placed the blame where it shonld pro-
perly lie, namely, upon those who are

really causing the trouble at the present time,
we should all get along very much better. Re-
ference has also heen made to the ‘‘go slow’”
tactiecs. Omne would almost think that the
Labourites and unionists in the State were
really TW.W. people. On the goldfields we
find that a new union is being formed, in a
district where there is already a union in
operation. In face of the law, and the ar-
bitration legislation, T do mnot see how it is
posgible for another union to be registered in
the mining industry. Three attempts have
been made to have this new body registered,
but possibly owing to a lack of knowledge on
the part of those concerned—I do not know
to what else to attribute it— these applica-
tions have all bheen refused. We know that the
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secretary of this new bedy has journeyed to-
Perth -on many occasions, I do not know
whether he has the Minister’s ear, or not, or
who it is that he interviews when in Perth.

Mr. Pickering: He has the same right as
any other marn to have the ear of a Minister.

Mr. Green: More right.

Mr. Pickering: T say
right,

Mr. LUTEY: The.point is as to what neces-
sity there ia for this wnion. If this was in the:
intorests of the workers and of the State, I
should say that it was all right, My opinion
is, however, that it is against the interests gf
the State for another union to be registered in
that particular distriet. With regard to the
“‘gg glow’’ policy, I have the interests of the-
people at heart. As a rule the amnnual report
of the Mines Departmment is laid on the Table
of the House during the month of July, but
throngh the courtesy of the Minister in charge
of the department I have here certain figures
relating to a period up to the year 1817. We
find from these figures that the mumber of
tons of gold ore raised and treated per man
employed underground and above ground in
the whole of the State was, in 1917, 229.86
tons. For 1916 the tonnage was 227.20; for
1915 it was 237.95; for 1914, 230.51; for 1913,
214.08; for 1911, 184.04; for 1609, 193.98;
for 1907, 187.32; for 1905, 157.05; and for
1803 it was 124.68 toms. It will be seen that
during the eurrency of the war, that is for the
years 1914 to 1917, the quantity of ore raised
per man was higher than in any other period
of the history of the State. I have here zlse
the figures showing the ounces of gold won
per man employed. We find from these that,
with the exception of, perhaps, the year 1903,
there is an inerease in the number of ounces
per man, proving conclusively that the men on
the goldfields are doing as well as, if not bet-
ter than, they did before the war. To hear
some people talk one would think that the
miners were going slow and not doing their
best at this particular juncture. This sort of
thing does not apply only to Western Aus-
tralia. We find in the latest report of the
South Australian Chamber of Comumerce a
computation of the gross value of articles
manufactured per employee in South Australia
for the period 1911-12 to 1916-17, The value
of the output in 1911-12 was £445 per man;
for 1912-13 it was £472; for 1913-14 it was
£401; for 1914-15 it was £492; for 1915-16 it
wag £549; and for 1816-17 it was £669 per
man, This shows an increase of £224 per em-
ployee in five years. Not only, therefore, is the
same ery being heard so far as this State is
eoncerned, the insinuations of slowing down
on the part of the workers, but it is also heard
in regard to the Fastern States. Figures, how-
ever, can be obtained which will prove that
the contrary is really the case. Last session, I
made reference to the prineipal warden in
Kalgoorlie. At that particular time members:
may recollect that Warden Walter sen-
tenced a man pamed Rowley to three
months’ imprisonment. T was in the court
at  the time and felt that the aen-
tence was a savage one. Hon., members
will also recollect that the leader of the
Oppogition was fined for making what was

he has the same.
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supposed to be a disloyal statement. I am
of opinion that the warden is biassed I be-
lieve he has gone for a trip to Burmak and
that a large proportion of the residents on
the goldfields would be highly plensed if he
would stop there.

Mr. Jones: Or somewhere else.

Mr, LUTEY: I think he would be far more
fitted to be put over a number of niggers.or
coolies.

Mr. Pickering: That is only your opinion.

Mr. Troy: He is a waster,

Mr. LUTEY: Some months ago this war-
den heard a case iu connection with the
Half Way. Some children of the residents
there took some sleepers that were lying about.
These had been thrown out from the rail-
lv}ay road, and were broken and seemed to

e of no value. Some of the children took
a few of these sleepers and were prosecnted
for so doing. The warden so far forgot him-
self as to refer to the people of the Half-Way
in a very derogatory manner, I take very
strong exception to his remarks because, I
say, practically the whole of the people at
the Half Way are better than the warden
ever knew how to be. They are working men
and honest miners. They are mostly men with
families, and many of them have their sons
fighting at the Front. This is what the war:
den had the audacity to say from the Bench
in Kalgoorlie, according to the newspaper re-
port:—

The c¢ase showed a low standard of mor-
ality in the neighbourhood. It was in-
conceivable to him that the defendants
should not have realised that the sleepers
wers of some value.

Imagine the warden referring to respectable
citizens, smch as these, in these terms. Al-
though this place is in my own electorate, I
look upon these men as being the salt of the
earth. They are the finest men on the gold-
fields and, indeed, are the finest men I have
ever come across. Notwithstanding this we
find that 2 man in the position of warden
refers to them in this seathing manner, I
hope the time will come when he will he
moved to some other part of the State. I
would not mind if the authorities sent him
up amongst the bananas, at Carnarven,
where he would be able to Iook after some
of the Cingalese. I should like to make some
reference to what are referred to as breaches
of the Electoral Act. There have been many
proseentions recently upon the goldfields ‘in
connection with people who have made ap-
plieation to get on the roll. I believe a pol-
itical point was made use of at the time, and
that prosecutions were made against people
for the purpose of scaring them from voting,
‘We know that there are many people who,
if there is any question of a prosecution, will
keep away from the polling booth rather than
run any risk, I recollect the time when the
franchise was reduced from £25 to £17. I also
remember the expressions of opinion nsed on
the platform and throughout the country
when we were trying to have the franchise
lowered. I eould hardly conceive of a dwell-
ing which would not be worth £17 a year.
Ore has o pay ls. a night for a bed any-
where in town. So long as a man had 2
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domicile in which to sleep, cook, and wash,
and which contained the necessary sanitary
arrangements, surely that would be worth £17
a year! That was really the intention of the
Legislature when that particular reduetion
of the franchise was passed. We now find
the warden assessing values according to the
municipal or roads board valuation in the dis-
trict, a valoation which is both unreliable
andl unsatsfactory. I had a property which
was valued at £18 a year, but it was situated
in a distriet in which [ could not either sell
or let at that particular time. I eventually
sold the property for £26. It was valued at
£18 a year, aud 1 suppose was reaily worth
£150 to £200., It was sold merely for the
iron and timber in it. Such valvations are
deceptive,

Mr., Pickering: What is the usual basis of
valuation?

Mr. LUTEY: I can hardly say what it is,
so far as roads boards are concerned. Some
roads board valuations are low, and others
are high. The valuations differ in the various
districts,

Mr. Pickering: Is it not a faet that for
the purposes of the Act, the roads board, or
municipal valuations, are those adopted?

Mr, LUTEY: That is a matter which has
not yet been finalised. It is suggested that
there should be a test case in order to ascor-
tain what the position really is. I always
understood, from what we were told in the
past, that if n man had a place that was
worth 74. 6d. a week, he was entitled to be
put on the Legislative Counecil roll. We now
find the warden taking the valuations of the
roads boards or municipalities. These valua-
tions differ in the various districts, and
afford no satisfactory guide as to the value
of a house. I do net believe that it

was intended the municipal or roads
Lkeard valuation should be taken into-
aceormt  in that connection. The man
with a domicile i, I econgider, in-

tended to have a vote. In the case of ome
of the prosecutions a lady, Mrs, Kemp, was
the defendant, as hon, members may be sur-
prised to learn in view of the fact that she
is a widow, her husband having been killed
in France, She was summoned by the Fed-
eral anthorities only a day or two previously
for not being on the Federal roll; and, in
order to make herself safe, as she thought,
ghe filled in an application to be placed on
the Legislative Council roll. For that action
she was brought to conrt, and was cross-
questioned there as though she had been a
criminal, Eventnally the lady was fined. One
would have thought that the warden’s com-
mon sense would have prevented that. Fur-
ther, the electoral registrar shonld have taken
the case into court, instead of solicitors being
employed for this and other similar paltry
cases. The employment of lawyers means
that defendants have to pay legal fees in-
gstcad of the 3s. summons fee, which is all
the costs that should be imposed, I hope
these prosecutions will be dropped altogether.
Either the franchise should bhe altered, or a
test case tried to determine the legal posi--
tion of the people concerned. The belief was
general that so long as the premises ocenpied
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were worth a certain amount to the ocenpier,
he was entitled to be on the Legislative
Conneil roll. A second case is reported as
Tollows—
Roll: “Stuffing. A goldfields case. XKal-
- goorlie, 9th September., William John Bur-
nett was. fined £10 with two guineas costs,
in default two months’ imprisonment, by

Mr. P."L. Gibbons, RM.,, in the Kalgoorlie

Police Court to-day for havmg at Boulder

on March--23rd made an wntrue statement
-in a Legislative Council claim card that he

“had seen a claimant, John Kinselia, sign

the claim, whereas he (defendant) had not.

-This matter twis connected with one of the

recent cases of roll stuffing on the gold-

fields where several persons were fined
heavily.

The Attorney General: What would youn do
with o man whe signed a statement that he
had seen somebody else sign the elaim card?

Mr. LUTEY: I wou]rl helieve he had seen
it done.

Tie Attorney General: Do you suggest thai
it is wrong to punish such a man? Here is
a perspn who signed a claim card as witness-
ing it, but never did see it signed. A shock-
ing thing! Sueh a man should be fined.

Mr, Jones: If he is a Labour supporter.

The Attorney General: No.

Mr. LUTEY: How many people have been
prosecuted by the Attorney Gemeral who are
known to bhe supporters of the National
party? Not ong Nationai supporter has been
in the court yet. Now let me give a Pederal
ease on all-fours with this State cnse,

The Attorney (General: But why not answor
my question? Would you let the man off?

AMr. LUTEY: T think the Government are
eulpable in not having put the matter in a
straightforward way. It has been chopped
about for years,

The Attorney General:
forgery?

Mr. LUTEY: No.

A, Jones: That is not forgery.

The Attorney General: Well, falseness?

Ar, LUTEY: Here is another case yet—

Breach of Electoral Aect. A plea of

_guilty was entered by

The . Attorney Gemeral: I think it is very
wrong for a member of Parliament to advocate
a breach of the law,

Mr. LUTEY: My hon. should
keep cool, and not get ruffled.

A plea of gnilty was entered by David

Pouglas in the Kalgoorlie Police Court

yesterday morning to a charge that he, nn

JApril 5, signed his name as 2 witness on

an clectoral paper under the Common-

wealth Electoral Aet, to wit, on a form

.of electoral elaim, without having seen the

.person whose signature he purported to

.witness, sign  the said paper. Mr. .T.

. Roberts, Commonwealth Electoral Officer,

did not press for a heavy penalty. the

offence being practically an irregularitv.

The magistrate imposed a fine of 1s. with

"3s. costs..

T.et hon. members observe the difference he-
tween "the penalties inflicted in the two eases,

Then you advecate

friend

Moreover, in the Federal case the official was
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there to prosecmte, instead of the defendant
in a trivial ease being burdened with two
guineas for a solicitor’s fee. )

The Attorney General: Any man who
signs an untrue statement such as that
should go to gaol for six months, .

Mr. BPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LUTEY: Let the Attorney General
use, a little common sense in dealing with
these matters; and a fair go should be given
to defendants.

The Attorney General:
ing fraud.

Mr. LUTEY: Ne,

Mr. Munsie:, - He is commenting on thoe
severity of the fing imposed just beeausc the
man was a Labour supporter.

Mr. LUTEY: 1T trust the Government will
consider the advisableness of dropping all
these vexatious prosecutions. It is certain
that up to the present only Labour sup-
porters have been prosecuted. We know ot
nnmbers of men wishout the £17 qualifiea-
tions voting on the other side. One can go
through the rolls and find dozens of voters
who have not the £17 qualifieation. For my
part T would be loath to debar any man from
obtaining a vete for the Legislative Council.
T feel. sure that the construction placed on
the law by the warden, that the valuation
ghould be a municipal one, is wrong, and was
never intended when the Aet was passed.

Mr. MUNSIE: (Hannans) [6.9]: Theugh
1 do not intend to deal with véry many sub-
jeets, T must have a word or two before
the guestion is put. One subject with which
I particularly desire to deal affects the Pre-
micr; and T shall take that first, starting
at the head. For the last four or five months
we lave had the Premier travelling around
Western Awstralia and meeting deputations
putting forward local requirements, with the
usnal headline in the Press.on the following
day, ‘The Premier sympathetic.”’ However,
that is just about as far as the Premier ever
gets—bheing sympathetie.

The Premier: Where money is congerned.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not always where moncy
is concerned. I propose to fake the Premier
to task for, in my opinion, deliberately flout-
ing the law of the cowntry in a matter
where there is not a shilling at stake. Tt
may be argued that the matter is trivial, but
it is of serious censequence at present to a
large number of people. T refer to three
buildings held in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
district: one held by the Australian Labour
Federation and known as the Kalgoorlie
Trades Hall; another the office of the Kal-
goorlie and Boulder Federated® MMiners’
Union, known as the Fimiston office; and the
third the property known as the Workers?
Hall, Burt-street, Boulder. I shall have to go
a little way back in order that hon. members
may thoroughly understand the position to-
day. Originally the Kalgooriie and Boulder
workers’ hall and the office of the Miners’
Union were vested in the trustees of the
organisation; and this posﬂ:lon obtained for
years without any alteration in the registya-
tion. of the trustees in  the Perth

You are advocat-
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Government  offices. The position  ob-
tained wntil the aoditors called atten-
tion to the fact that the then trustees
of the organisation were not those named in
the title deeds. The anditors advised that this
would have to be altered. Just prior to being
retarned to Parliament I happened to be
general president of the Miners’ Federation,
and that organisation naturally communicated
with me on the subject. I made inquiries in
the Government offices bere, and after about
four months’ search I bad obtained the signa-
- tures of all the original trustees with the
" exception of that of one. There were three
trustees for the Miners’ Union office, and three
for the Boulder office. I succeeded in obtain-
ing five out of six signatures, and I went so
far as to obtain a copy of the death certificate
of the sixth trustee. But even on all that
information I could not obtain a tramsfer.

The Premier: That does not appear on the
file, I fanecy.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think there was any
file in connection with this matter. Mr. Bennett
can bear me out in what I am mnow about to
gay, for he went with me to interview the
Crown Solicitor. After a great deal of negotia-
tion the Crown Solicitor eventually agreed to
accept the evidence placed before him by Mr.
Bennett and myself. Before going into the
Crown Solicitor’s office Mr. Bennett gave me
the warning, ‘*Once he agrees, get it from him
in writing.’”” That we did. We succeeded in
getting from the Crown Solicitor, in writing,
the position regardinﬁ the obtatning of the
title. I returned with Mr, Bennett to his office,
and he told me to eall there at eleven o’clock
the next morning, when everything would be
all right. T aid call; but the Crown Solicitor
had withdrawn his consent, He had got in

hefore wus, and had withdrawn the
written consent he gave mus the pre-
vious evening. The result was that
we ‘comld mnot obtain the title. We

went again to see the Crown Solicitor, whe
then said that it was advisable, in order to
prevent the possibility of legal quibbling in
the future, to have a special Act of Parliament
put through. After argument, Mr, Beunett
and I agreed that that was the best course.
At that time Mr. Bath was Minister for Lands.
I approached Mr. Bath, who saw the Crown
Solicitor in the matter; and the Crown Soliei-
tor drafted a Bill which was submitted to and
passed by this House, and also passed by the
Legislative Couneil.
book of Western Australia does not comtain
an Act which is plainer than that partienlar
measure. I will read the section bearing on
this question, and if hon. members ecan find
any loophole I will admit that T do not under-
stand plain English. Section 1 refers to the
Short Title, and then Section 2 provides—
Section 2. All that piece of land known
as Boulder Town Lot 213 demised by the
Crown to the trustees of the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder Workers’ Aassociation by a lease
dated the 24th day of May, 1901, registered

in the Office of Titles, Volome CCXVITL, ~

folic 188, and all that piece of land known
as Boulder Lot 1727 demised by the Crown

I contend the statute- -
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mated Miners’ Union, XKalgoorlie, and
Boulder No. 1 Branch, by a lease dated the
10th day of December, 1903, registered in
the Department of Lands and Surveys No.
209/42, are hereby respectively re-vestedin
His Majesty as of his former estate, to the
intent that leages thereof in the form of the
Thirty-third Schedule to the Land Act, 1898,
may be granted to trustees for the Kal-
goorlie and Boulder Federated Miners’ In-
dustrial TUnion of Wiorkers.

[Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.]

Mr, MUNSIE: When the House adjourned
for tea I was reading from the Act of Par-
liament which I contended the Premier had
failed to carry out. I had read Section 2 re-
ferring to the two lots at Boulder. I now in-
tend to read Section 3 referring to the Trades
Hall, Kalgoorlie. I do this because the Aet
is 8o explicit that no one can read into it any-
thing other than that it really means. Section
3 reads—

All that piece of land known as Kalgoor-
lie Town Lot 883 demised by the Crown fo
the trustees of the Kalgooriie, Boulder and
Digtriect Trades and Labour Counecil by a
lense dated the 5th day of November, 1900,
and registered in the Office of Titles im
Volume CCIV,, folioc 14, is hereby re-vested
in His Majesty as of his former estate, to
the intent that a lease thereof in the form
in the thirty-third schedule to the Land
Aect, 1898, may be granted to trustees for
the Eastern Goldfields Distriet Counecil
Australian Labour Federation.

I contend that section is absolutely plain. The
Act was introduced because the Crown Law
guthorities were afraid, seeing that we eounld
not get the signatures of all the old trustees,
that there might be some legal eomplication in
the future. T do not altogether blame the
Crown Solicitor. He was wise in getting an
Act passed so that there should e no dispute.
The Act was assented to on the 30th Decem-
ber, 1913, Unfortunately just after that Aect
hecame law there was a change of secretaries
in both organisations almost simunltaneocusly,
and the result was that no application was
put' in for a title under the new Act for some
time. Eventnally the district Council of the
ALF. in Ealgoorlie wrote to me and asked
me to intercede. I did so, and I was distinetly
informed that there was nothing to do but
to grant the title. Then matters went on un-
altered for:some time, T have the whole of the
correspondence which passed between the de-
partment and the seeretary of that organisa-
tion. There was no diffiecnlty put in the way
until a certain gentleman in Kalgoorlie by
the name of Edgar Harris also put in an ap-
plication for the Trades Hall in econnection
with the new Trades snd Labour Council which
had then recently been formed in Kalgoorlie.
I do not know whether he contended he had
any right to do so, as fromi that date we
have never been able to get any satisfaetion
from the present Premier. I have a letter
from the secretary of that organisation to
the Premier himsgelf, but some considerable
time before T wert with Mr. Clifford, the sce-

* retary in question, ag a deputation to'the Pre-
to the trustees of the Goldfields Amalga- -

mier. We placed the whole matter before him
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and as 1 have stated he received us sympa-
thetieally, and promised me faithfully that T
would have a reply in the eourse of a day or
‘two. The letter which 1 am abount to read is
dated the 18th December, 1917. If is as fol-
lowg— ‘
To the Hon. the Premier, Perth, Dear
Bir, Some time age Mr. Munsie and myself
waited on you with reference to the title
of the land@ on which the Trades Hall is
built at Kalgoorlie. My Council would be
glad to know if anything has yet been done
in regard to the matter, Thanking you in
anticipation, R, E, Clifford.

I have read that letter beeavse [ want hon.
members to realise the time which has elapsed
sinee it was written, namely 18th December,

- 1917. It was two months before that that
Mr, Clifford and I waited on the Premier,
and up to date [ have received no answer from
the Premier either one way or the other. A
few days after Mr. Clifford wrote his letter
he received this acknowledgment—

Premier’s Office, Perth, 19th December,
1917. Dear 8ir, I am in receipt of yours of
the 18th inst. on the subject of the title of
the land on which the Trades Hall at Kal-
goorlie ig built, and have to advise you
that same is receiving attention: Yours
faithfully, L. K. Shapcott, Secretary.

Things went on for about three months, and

1 was written to once more from Kalgoorlie

and asked to arrange another deputation to
the Premier, This time it consisted of Mr.

James Cusningham, M.L.C., the leader of the

Upposition, and myself. We again placed the

whole of the faects hefore the Premier, he

again reeeived us sympathetically, and again
he promised he would let us have a reply
within a day or two. That was at least five
months ago, and up to date we have not re-
ceived from him even the serateh of a pen.

That is treating members of this House with
. the utmost discourtesy.

The Premicr: The secretary has had a re-
ply.
Mr., MUNSIE: The Premier promised me
definitely that I would have a reply. I admit
he has written to the Secretary of the Couneil.
I bhave spoken to the Premier at least on half
4 dozen occasions in the corridors of this
Housge, and asked whether I could get a reply,
but I have not been furnished with one. The
- leader of the Government has not the back-
bone either to refuse or to grant the request.
- That is the position, and until we get a Pre-
- mier who hag a little backbone we cannot ex-
pect the State to progress satisfactorily. The
- letter to which the Premier refers is dated
- the Tth Janunary, 1918, and is to Mr. Clifford,
the secretary, and not to me. Ii is in reply
to the letter whieh Alr. Clifford wrote inquir-
_ ing whether anything had yet been done with

regard to the title of the land on which the

Trades Hall {8 built, and it goes on—

T have to advise you that the Government

wonsider that 28 this land was granted for

the erection of a hall for the general use
of the workers some arrangement should
be arrived at whereby it should be retained
for its legitimate purpose, and that all' those
originally interested should ceontinue to en-

"able ground for granting
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joy the use of the land, [ ghall be glad if
some arrangement can be arrived at be-
tween the bodies interested. .

That letter was signed by the Premier. When

‘we mét the Premier by way of depufation we

received sufficient information to lead us to
believe that Mr. Edgar Harris had also put
in an application for the Trades and Labour
Couneil. The Premier has made that the ex-
euse, and he has written to both bodies and
asked them to confer. He is evidently going
te try to get out of it in that way. But what
abont the application in conmection with the
Miners? Union hall at Boulder? There was
no objection  there, They had their
title granted. Why then is it denied
to uws? It is said that people do mot
do things without a motive. I helicve
there is a motive here, and I helieve
T shall be correct in foreeasting why it
has not been possible to get the title deeds in
question up to date. It is a well known fact
that there has been another Miners' union
established on the Bastern Goldfields. They
have applied on three occasions for regis-
tration, and they have failed eaeh time. I
have information that only recently the Reg-
istrar went to Kalgoorlie and Boulder and
met the organisation which put in the appli-
eation, and he met the organisation who were
ohjecting to the applieation being granted,
and on the elaim which was put in he coqlcl
not possibly grant registration. I am in-
formed mow that a fresh citation is to be put
in. There have been three already and now
there is to be a fourth. The adviee which
the sccretary has mow received is that if he
can convinee the Crown Law Department
that the members of the present - Miners’
Tnion on the goldfields are members of an
organisation of a political thought different
from that of the members of the other or-
ganisation that will be considered a reason-
registratiow,

The Attorney General: Who says that?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am told that is so, but I
trogt it is not true.

The Attorney General: What you are say-
ing is quite news to me.

Mr. MUNSIE: It would not go before tho
Attorney General.

The Premier: It is news to me, too.

Mr. MUNSBIE: T hope it is news to both
the Premier and the Attorney General, and T
hope before the registration is granted
stronger grounds will have te be given, 1
hope they will not override the present Ar-
bitration Act by any such subterfuge. We

have heen told often enough that in times of

stress we shiould endeavour to pull together.
How can it be expected that the members of
the Miners’ Union, numbering just on 1,800
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder, should bury the
hatchet when an organisation which it is ad-
mitted has lost members, and which has heen
formed from the parent body, are being
backed wp by the action of the Government
in refusing the original organisation the
block of land which they have had for the
past 20 years? ‘In the face of action guch as
that we cannot expect good feeling to cxist,
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Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): They are getting on pretty well with-
olit them.

Mr. MUNSIE: They will get on much bet-
ter if justice is done to those eatitled to it.
Much has been said in regard to the attitude
of the Labour party towards the war and re-
cruiting. ‘The peint T would draw attention
to is that for the last two months we have
been told through the daily Iress of this
State that since the Governor General’s con-
ference on the subject of reerniting, all the
promises made on the-Government side have
been earried out; and the question is asked,
what attitude is the Labour party taking in
regard to recrniting?

Mr., Teesdale: Not much has heen said
about it in the House,

Mr. MUNSIE: No; I am rveferring to the
daily Press. TUnfortunately, the daily Press
of this State wields considerable influence
amoung the people.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Not enongh to put the Government ont.

Mr. MUNSIE: Possibly beeaunsg you have
all the influence of the ‘‘Daily News’’ with
you to offset the efforts of the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian,”’ The Press has led the people to he-
lieve that the Government have earried out
all their obligations. Here let me sav that
the representatives of Labour organisations
at that conference pledged themselves to no-
thing. They did not promise to do anything.
They put forward suggestions as to what,
in their opinion, was injuring reeruniting, and
snid thev believed that if those obstacles
"were removed the number of recrnits would
increase. The several Governmeunts agreed
to do certain things, one being to replace the
trades unions of Australia on the footing on
which they had stood prier to the upheaval
There were only two items with whieh the
Govornment of Western Australia  had to
deal: one was that the cmbarge placed on
the men working on the wheat stacks should
be lifted. and the other that the lumpers’
union at Fremantle should he granted equal
standing with the National workers’ union.
Have the Government made any attempt to
earry out either of those promises? Abso-
Tutely no. The Government of New South
Wales said that thex wonld rve-place all the
unions in their State on the footing thev were
on prior to the strike. Yet only five weeks
ago that Government dssned 2 mandate
signed hy the Premier which refused 83,000
unionists in New South Wales the right to
become registered ngain.  And then they
wonder whyv they cannot get unanimity! Let
nte emphasise the point that while no eom-
paet was entered into by the representatives
of Labour at the Governor General’s con-
ference. to their credit be it said that when
they returned to their various States they
did all that the conference expected them to
do.  And what thanks did they get? Take
our own case: Mr. Collier had net long re-
turued to Western Australin when he got on
the public platform to give the people a lead
to go upon.  What reception did Mr. Collier
get when he spoke at Midland Tunetion on
the subjeet of reeruiting? The eenseriptionist
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Press of this State at onee declared that Mr.
Coltier had twisted. They said, ‘‘He has
seen the error of his ways and has eome over
to us.’’

Mr. Teesdale: They did not use the word
¢4 twisted. :

Mr. Davies: T did not see that in print,

Mr. MUNSIE: My, Collier was perfeetly
cousistent. Mr. Storey went back to New
South Wales and did exaetly the same thiug.
Mr. Kyan went back to Queensland and did
the same, and Mr. Tador also adopted a like
attitude. What have the Federal Government
or any of the State Governments dong towards
carrying out their obligations? Nothing what-
ever. Now let me deal with another subject.
Tt was to me remarkable that the member for
Menzies (Mr, Mullany) should take exception
to criticisn from this side in regard to the
financial position. '

Mr, Mullany: [ do not think you are quite
correct in making that statement.

My, MUNSIE: Well it seemed to me the
hon. member took vs to task for having criti-
cised the finaneial position, and pointed out
that the leader of the Opposition was in this
only deing what Opposition leaders had al-
ways done, The hon. member sat with uy for
four or five ycars, during whiech time he must
frequently lhave heard on this side eriticism
of the finaneia) policy of the Government of
the day.

Mr, Mullany: T cxplained that.

Mr, MUNSIE: That is so. What was to
me remarkable was that the hon. member
shonld have been surprised at the critieiam.
I wish to refer to one or two statements made
by the member for Guildford (Mr. Davies)
outside the House. Personally I do not pay
particular attention to what the hon. member
says here, but when he goes to my own elee-
torate to make statements, I expeet him to
stick to the truth.

My, Davies: When was I in your electorate?

Mr. MUNSIE: The lon. member spoke in
Bonlder. where T meet practically the whole of
my electors. When the hon. memher addressed
the electors in Boulder he was probably speak-
ing to as many electors of Hannans as of
Boulder.

Mr. Davies: T did not know that.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is not the point, the
point is that yon should stick to the trath,
which you did not do if you were correctly re-
ported in the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner.’” The hon.
member, after easting all kinds of innuendoes,
as he does even here, in regard to the party
with which T am associated, went on as fol-
lows:;—

Cowming to more domestic matters he dis-
connted the eriticism whieh Labour mem-
hers had Tlevelled against the recent Income
Tax Bill on the ground that the Bill intro-
dnced by the Tabour party some time be-
fore was framed on exaetly the same basis,
namely £100 exemption for single men and
£156 exemntion for married men, with an
allowanee for each child.

Speaking in the Honse on the same subject
the hon. member ecertainly did say that he
could not understand why the Opposition were
raising any objection to the Bill, secing that
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we had introduced the same Bill ourselves.
By interjection [ contradicted the statement,
and later on, when I was speaking on the
Bill, 1 got an admission from the hon. mem-
ber limself that it was not the same Bill.
From the hon. member’s own lips I will prove
the statement published in the ‘*Miner’’ to be
a lic. When I was speaking on the Income
Tax Bill the first interjection was from Mr.
Davies. Here is the report from ‘“ Hansard’'—

Mr. Davies: But if he earned £157 he
would have to pay £1 ineome tax and that
would have reduced his income to £156,

Mr. Munsie: The minimom to be colleeted
under the Labour Government’s measure
was £1. Suppose a man earned £158, what
would he have to pay under that Bill#

Mr, Davies: One pound.

Mr., Munsie: And what would he have to
pay under this measure?

Mr. Davies: One pound eleven shillings.

My, Munsie:
that?

I could not get another answer from the hon.
member. Tere we have the hon. member ad-
mitting on the floor of the House that the Bills
were not the same. He knows positively that
they were not the same, that if a man earned
£200 under our Bill he would get an exemption
of £156, whereas under the Bill the hon, mem-
ber was supporting, if a man earned £158 he
paid on £158, and not on £2, as under our

Bill. Yet in my own electorate the hon. mem-
ber repeated the same old statcment. Here is
ancther statement which the hon. member

made—

. Referring to Queensland Mr, Davies pre-
dicted the Jdoom of Mr. Ryan as Premier of
that State. An examination of the condi-
tions existing there would ehow that it conld
not much longer stand the financial strain
which it was being subjeeted to.

The lon. member was selected by his own
party, T take it, to second the Address-in-reply
to the Governor’s Speech in this House this
very session. He goes up to my clectorate and
makes that statement. X am prepared to ad-
mit that aecording to the returns for the last
financial year the Queeunsland Government
were £400,000 to the bad. Bunt while the hon.
member is seconding the Address-in-reply he
does mot think it worth while to mention the
fingmeial position of . Western Australia.

Mr. Davies: Youn never gave me a chance.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government which the
hon. member is supporting went to the bad
£705,000 during the year in which Mr. Ryan
went back £400,000,

The Coloninl Treasurer:
have no sinking fund there.

Alr, MUNSIE: I am speaking of the finan-
cial returns as they are submitted year by
year. I am not going to decry the position of
Weatern Australia,

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Myr. MUNSIE: I believe that Western Aus-
tralia can get out of the diffieult financial
position whieh she is in. However, that has
nothing to do with the making of incorrect
statements by the hon. member,

Hon. P. Collier: Not incorreet,
overlooked the £700,000,

Remember they

He merely

Is there no differenee in -
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Mr., MUNSIE, Let us see how they have
panned out since, On the 30th June this year
Queensland was £400,000 to the bad, while
Western Australia showed a  deficit of
£3,005,000 odd, Notwithstanding this, the
hon. member goes up there and says that the
people of Queensland are not m_uch longer
going to stand Mr. Ryan as Premier, because
they cannot stand the financial strain which
is placed on the country.

Mr. Davies: Time will tell,

Mr, Jones: And it will tell with you.

Mr. MUNSIE: Let vs look at the two months
of this financial year. We find that Western
Australia, for the month of July, went to the
badl ta the extent of £131,054, and for the
month of August £107,959, or £239,030 for the
two months., In the ‘‘West Australian’’ there
appeared the financial returns from Queens-
land, and for the same two months of the
finaneial year Queensland showed a surplus of
£331,118. That is te say, Queensland almost
wiped out the loss of £400,000 in the first two
months of this financial year.

Mr. Davies: The men are on 44 hours a
week there. )

Mr. MUNSIE: Some are on less than that,
but not for want of money, but beeause they
eannot get the raw material .

Mr. Davies: That is the Comnmissioner’s
statement in the court.

Mr. MUNSIE: What has this to do with
either the figures given, or the statement made,
by the hon. member¥ A good deal has been
said inside and oufside the House with regard
to profiteering. The hon. member went go far
as to throw out an inuvendo—he did not say
it ontright; the leader of the Opposition said
he dare not—that even the leader of the Oppo-
sition had supported profiteering. We have
always opposed profiteering on this side of
the House.

Mr, Davies: You say I said that at Kal-
goorliet?
My
House.
say—

Profitecring was geing on——

Mr. SPEAKER: TIs the hon. member guot-
ing from the speach made in the House this
session ¢

Me, MUNSIE: No, I am guoting from a
speech made by the hon, member in Burt-
street, Boulder, as it appeared in the ‘‘Kal-
goorlie Miner.”’

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member’s speech
at Boulder has not mueh to do with the Address-
in-reply.

Mr. MUNSIE: When an hon. member is
dealing with other hon. members of this House,
and making statements about them, T contend
that T have a right to show in what direction
he is wrong. T trust you will allow me, Sir, to
deal with profiteering, as hon. members Lefore
me have done. The hon. member said—

Profiteering was going on, but what steps
had the Labour Government taken to deal
with it when it was in power during the
early part of the war?

Thiz is in comneetiom with the Queensland
arrangement. The hon. member wanted to

MUNSBIK: No, on the floor of the
This is what the hon, member did
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_know what steps the Ryan Government had
taken to deal with profiteering in Queensland,

Hon., P. Collier: Why does he worry about
Mr. Byan?

Mr. MUNSIE: There was a fairly long
controversy in regard to the increase in the
cost of living in Queensland, as compared with
that in Western Australia. The point is this:
What the hon. member did not tell the people
of Boulder was that immediately the PBederal
Government, vnder the War Precautions Act
and Regulations declared any eommodity a
necessary eommodity for the purpose of fixing
prices, no State in the Coromonwealth had any-
thing to do with the fixing of the price of such
commodity. It then beecame a matter purely
and simply for the Federal Government. He
ghould take his National friends to task if
there is profiteering going on in Queensland.
The only thing the Queensland Government
have the vight to fix the price of is meat, and
they have done this by contract. Tn this
direction they have done better than any other
State in the Commonwealth. Dealing with the
cost of living, near the conclusion of his speech,
the hon. member said—

In spite of Mr. Ryan’s eriticism of the way

in whieh the Federal Government had fixed

the price of meat, a metion had been ecarried
in Perth by the Labour executive supporting

Mr. Watt’s proposals.

Mr. Davies: I am not correctly reported
there.

Mr. MUNSIE: I thought not. The hon.
member, however, has not been manly enough
1o correct the statement. That statement was
read by 30,000 people, and if the statement
was incorrect, these people should have been
told.

Mr. Jones: Yon do not expect him to do
anything manly?

Mr. MUNSIE: It is an absolute misstate-
ment. I have here a copy of the resolution
which was carried.

Mr, Piekering: Where was this carried?

Mr, MUNSIE Tt was carried at a meeting
of the executive of the Australian Labour
Federation, Perth.

Hon. P. Collier: A similar organisation to
yours.

Mr. Jones: But witlh higher ideals,

Mr, MUNSIE The resolution wags carried on
1st July, 1918,

The metropolitan council wrote asking the
executive to use its influence in the direction
of forcing the Federal Government fo take
action regarding the fixation of the price of
meat on the lines laid down by the Inter-
ptate Commission. Mr. Collier informed
the delegates that some of the evidence
given at the Tnterstate Commission was of
a startling character, and he hoped to be
able to make arrangements to have some of
it published in ‘*The. Worker.”” Tn his
opinion it should be very widely circulated
amongst T.abourites in this State. Moved
by Mr. Mooney and seconded by Mr,
Munsie, “*That we protest at the delay of
the Federal Government in adopting the re-
commendationz of the Tnterstate Commnis-
gion, and we also protest against the selee-
tion of Mr. Fritz Lang by the Federal auth-
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orities to represent
Resolution wa

vested interests in meat.””
carried.
‘We had the hon. member saying -in Kalgoorly
thut the Labour executive had ecarried a reso
lution supporting Mr. Watt’s proposals. Th
PFederal Government had not these proposal

" before them at the time, and we were trying

to force them to fix the price of meat. It wa
otir policy to have the price of meat fixed, and
T trust it always will be. T wish to deal now
with the leather that iz obtainable in- Ais
tralia. 1 (o not know whether the presen!
Government ean do anything in the matter o
not, hut it is up to them to make inquirie
and to see if they cannot do something. Some
time ago an embargo was placed on prepareé
leather in England, that is to say, on tanned
leather. A deputation waited on the Federal
authorities, who did, to some extent, get tha
embargo released, T believe that 1,040 bales
were permitted to he shipped from Australia,
and that 14 bales represented Western Ang
tralin’s quota. What I desire to draw atten
tion to is that there is any amount of space
for the export of the raw hide, and the posi-
tion that the people of Australia, and particu.
larly of Western Australia, are in is that, ne
matter how mueh they are prepared to pay
for it, they canuot get good sole leather. The

- result of the arrangement between the Federal

and British Governments is that all the good

. heavy hides, which would make good heavy

sole leather, are being- exported, and not only
can not the people of Australia get the best

" leather, but they c¢annot even get seeond class

Jeather.

Mr. Pickering: They want the best hides
for the men at the Front.

Mr, MUNSIE: That may be so, bt we do
want hetter leather here than we are getting
at present prices. T did intend to deal with
the shipbuilding industry, but the member for
Brownhill-lvanhoe (Mr. Lutey) has already
fairly dealt with that. T give the Minister for
Industries eredit for hiz energy in trying to
establish industries in this State, and for hav-
ing gone to a great deal of trouble in his en-
deavour to establish the shipbuilding industry
here. At the same time, T hope be will busy
himself in the dircetion of inducing the Ped-
eral Government to allow the arrangenients
made by the local company te stand. This eom-

- pany got the contract fer building a number

of ships here, and made certain arrangements
secardingly. Tt has been stated that the West-
ern Aunstralian coutractors received an inerense
in their price on aceount of the higher cost of
labour in this State. They were, at all events,
satisfied with their contract. After negotiating
in Melbourne they returned to Western Aus-
tralia, and entered into negotiations with the
whole of the unions interested in the ship-
building trade, and eame te an agreement with
them. The directors of the company were
quite prepared to sign the agreement and to
give the unions everything they asked for.
They do not dispute a single item, The Fed-
eral Government, however, will not allow them
to Qo this, beeause the agresment is not exactly
on the same lines as those of the apgreements
entered inte in the Bastern States. That is an
absolute absurdity. The people of Western
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Australia are iuterested in this contraet. The
State Government have guaranteed £30,000 of
their money in comnection with the laying
down of the plant. Every individual of the
State is, thercfore, interested to a eertain ex-
tent in the proposition. The members of the
eompany are finding the balance of the money
required, and are agreeable to giving the union-
ists everything they ask for. The agreement
bas been submitted to the Federal Government,
;ut they have refused to allow them to sign
Mr. Holman: The question of the conditions
and wages has not been touched yet.

Mr. MUNSLE: The whole of the conditions
have been diseussed.

Mr. Holman: T represent the workers; you
keep off.

Mr. MUNSIE:
the telegram
Mr. Holman:
Do not touch it,

Mr. MUNSIE: There is a telegram signed

- by the divectors in Western Australia asking

for the permission of the Federal Government
- to make an alteration in the agreement to
comply- ’

Mr. Holman: That is in comuection with
the contract; it has nothing to do with wages
and conditians.

Mr. MUNSIE: At all events, the Federatl
Government have refused to allow the company
to do this. Before sitting down, T should like
to deal with the mining indostry, without,
however, going very fully into the matter.
Three of the hon. members who huve already
spoken 13ave dealt fairly fully with what, in
their opinion, would assist the mining indug-
try. One hon. membher to-night contended that
We were wrong in our advocaey of a tax on
the unimproved valme of land. Although the
member for Greenongh (Mr. Maley) disputes
this, T am still of opinion that we should have
such & tax, and that a proportion of the tax
80 tollected shoull he placed to the eredit of
the Rallwa_v Department for the purpose of
reﬂtue_mlg freights on our railways., This would
certainly assist our mining industry. I Dali
that the Minister for 'Mi%es is go)i'ng tclnJ e}%?]w_a
goorlie next week end. For some years past
there has been an agitation on the goldfields
n connection with our water acheme and the
water supply to the mines. T am positive that
the Minister will have this matter brought he-
fc_n-e him again. T would point out that the
big mines get water at a lower rate for the
purpose of pumping their tailings awag.
I am not complaining of the prices charged
by the scheme to the mining companies. Bnt
what T do complain of, and what T have al-
ways thought ridiculons, is that if a mine
with a battery and employing a wet Pprocess

" ean obtain 10,000 gallons of salt water per
weck from its own shalt to use over the
plates, the Water Supply Department will not
allow it. T contend that the department, if
they want to do something to assist the min-

“ing industry, should go into this question
very carefolly, Tt should receive the Min-
ister’s consideration. In existing circum-
gtances a mine that has salt water must either
pull or pump that =alt water and then let it
run to waste—in my opinion, a deliberate ex-

T am sorry I did not bring

T have been at every meeting.
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travagance. 1 see ne reason whatever for
such a state of things. A mine should be
permitted to use its own salt water withont
on that account being penalised in respect
of the water required for boiler purposes
from the scheme.

Mr. Teesdnle: What sbout the scheme if
every mine did that?

Mr. MUNSLE: Fortunately for the mining
industry of Western Awstralia, the eastern
goldfields distriet is comparatively a dry min-
ing belt. Tn.most of the big mines on the
Golden Mile there is not sufficient water to
run a 20-head battery one shift per.week; sb
that the eoncession I sugpgest would not make
a great deal of difference. Any mine work-
ing anywhere within the area of the poldfields
water supply scheme should be allowed to use
the whole of the water it ean obtain from
its own property. The granting of that con-
ceszion will, in my opinion, enable some mines
now clogsed to resume work. Had the conces-
sion prevailed in the past, several mines that
T know of in Coolgardic and around XKalgoor-
lic would have ben enabled to keep on work-
ing; whereas they are abandoned. The only
argument in opposition to the granting of the
concession is that it involves a reduction of
the quantity of water used from the scheme,
and thus would make the scheme 2 heavier
logs than it represents at present. If the
Government can “assist other industries to the
extent they have done, surely it is up to them
to grant mining that little assistance. If the
Government can afford te stand gearantors
for the farmers to the extent of millions—-

Mr. Pickering: Not millions.

Mr, MUNSIE: It amounts to millions—it
is not asking too much to refuire them to
accept a loss of £150,000 or £200,000 per an-
num by allowing the mines, and particularly
the low wernde mines, to use their own water.
The result will be to benefit not only Western
Australia. but also the Commonwealth and
the Empire generally.

Mr, HOLMAN (Murchison) [8.20]: I
thonght we would have seen a member rice
from the other side of the Honse to reply to
eriticisms, Evidently, however, members op-
posite do not intend to touch the important
questions which have bheen raised in the
course of the debate. Accordingly I take the
opportunity of making my position clear, The
Address-in-reply affords ample scope for deal-
ing with all the important questions at pres-
ent faeing the country. The eriticism
launched by the leader of the Opposition has
not been answered with any degree of success
by Ministers or by their supporters, We
know full well that since the advent of the
sgcalled National Government—and [ may
go even further back and say, frem the time
the Labour Government were deposed—all
the assistance that could possibly be given
to any Government has been given the pres-
ent and the previous Government by this side
of the Honse, and given without critieism
and withont loss of time. Not on a single
cceasion has anything been donme by us to
prevent the carrying on of the busginess of
the eountry. TUnfortunately, however, owing
to the fact that the present Government have
not the ahility, or perhaps not the desire, to
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‘bring about a better eondition of affairs here,
Western Australia to-day finds itself in the
worst position, from every aspeet, that has
-obtained since the inauguration of responsi-
ble Government, The member for Menzies
(Mr. Mnllany) said the other evening that
he was sorry a truly National Government
‘had not been brought inte existence. By
that very statement he admitted that the
present {iovernment are net truly national.
Indeed, it has been proved beyond a shadow
-of doubt that the present Government repre-
:gent the worst form of party government that
has ever existed either here or in any other
State. The reason is that they do not fight
.as a party should, standing up to advocate
what they think right. On the contrary, by
:a system of intrigue and treachery amongst
‘themselves they have brought about a form
-of government which wonld be a disgrace to
any country. We are told that there has
been a sort of coalition. In the early stages
-of that coalition we were asked to join it.
‘The member for Menzies, who referred to
-that aspect of the matter, knows that mem-
bers on this side are forbidden, by the con-
stitution of their party, to join in any eo-
:alition of any deseription. But we gave it
out, and this has been agreed to by every
member on this side, that for the duration
«of the war and for so long as the effects
-of the war might be felt we had no desire
to trench upon party, but wished ounly to
promote the safety of the State and the
advaneement of the State. Indeed, that has
been the attitude of Labour all along. What
has this eoalition been? TLet wme quote, on
the subject of coalition, Edmund Burke, who
Adied about 120 years ago—

False coalitions.—XNo system of that

kind ean be formied which will not leave
room fully suflicien for healing coalitions:
but no coalition which, under the speei-
ons name of independeney, earries in its
bhosom the unrecouciled principles of the
original discord of parties, ever was, or
will be, an healing eealition. Nor will the
mind of our Sovereign ever kunow repose,
his kingdom settlement, or bis busincss
order, in efficiency or grace with his peo-
ple, uatil "things are established upon the
basis of some set of men, who are trusted
by the public, and who ean trust one an-
other.
The public da not trust the present Goveri-
ment, who cannot trust each other. We had
a demonstration of that quite reeently in this
House, when onc scetion of members opposite
attaeked the other section. No two members
on the other side of the House wonld trust
<ach other out of eaeh other’s sight.

Hon. P, Collier: They know each ofher
too well,

Mr. HOLAMAN: What ean we expect
when we are governed by people of that de-
seription? The present cealition has not
Teen brought about for the advanecment of
the State at all, but purely in order that the
members of it might get into power and
keep in office at the expense of the eountry
and of the people in it. T do not think the
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country eould be in a weorse condition if we
had no Government at all; indeed, we might
be in a better condition. We do not know
exactly what has brought about the disrup-
tion of Russia, but we know that in that
country there have been the same intriguing
and treachery for the purpose of smecuring
office that have been practised in Western
Alistralia by the politicians of to-day. I pre-
fer, to the present condition eof affpirs, a
straightforward, stand-up fight between par-
ties. Reference to the Press proves that the
National form of party has reached even
further than the Ministerial beneh., I was
indeed sorry to observe a certain statement
published in the ‘*West Australian’’ of the
Oth of this month referring te Mr, Speaker
himself. I do not know whether the state-
ment is true; I hope it is not true. But, if it
is not trme, we should uphold the dignity of
the House, and protect the Chair against such
attacks, Previously, 1 believe, a paragraph had
appeared in the ¢‘West Australign’’ to the
effect that Mr. George Taylor had made an
almost impassioned appeal for unity, stating
that the only effect of disunion could be to
adventage the Official Labour party. If that
is not a purely party sentiment, I do not
know what is. 1f that statement indicates
the form of National government in which
all are to sink party for the advancement of
the State, it is a very funny form of
nationalism, I now quote from the ‘‘West
Australian’’ leader-—

On the other hand, Mr. George Taylor,
who oceupies the high position of Speaker,
and gs sueh is expected to hold the halance
evenly between all parties on the floor of
the House, appealed passionately in caunens
for suppert for the Government.

Surely a statenient like that should not he
made against a gentleman oecupying the
hkighest position in the land, a gentleman
who should see no party, who shounld not
know any party polities at all.

Mr. SPEAEER: I do not think the hon.
member ean construe that article so as to
apply it to any action T have taken as
Speaker of the Assembly.

AMr. HOLMAN: No, Sir.

Mr, SPEAKER: Then there is no nced to
dilate on the artiele.

Mr. HOLMAN: It ouly goes to-show that
the Nationalist party in Western Australia
are prepared to do anything whatever, to
utilise all the strength available behind
them, for the purpose of keeping 1 office
and carrying on as they have done in the
past. They are prepared to go even further
than any party have ever done before, Mr.
Speaker, if they attack you as Speaker here,
T should think that you yourself would call
those responsible hefore the bar of the House
in order that yon might protect the privil-
eges of the Iouse. 1 refer to the matter
really  hecanse we have heen  told
that we on this side of the House
are jpurely nparty, as we have refused
to become Nabionalists. I am now stat-
ing what action had been taken Dby those

.on the other side of the Honse, in order to
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prove that there are worse forms of party
government than ever existed previously in
this State or in any other. The Nationalist
party are a party prepared to do anything in
corder to retain  their present positions.
*Though we on this side have been accensed
;of being purely party, 1 maintain that we
have mever put party before eountry at .all,
.mever in the history of polities, and it is a
‘remarkable fact that in the past we posed
as being a party of the people. The party
on this side of the House to-day is the same
as it was then; we have always been pre-
pared to sink our personal feelings for the
sake of the country, Hon. members eppo-
site have told us that they are not in their
present positions for party purposes, that
their desire is to do the best for the people,
and amongst other things also to win the
war, That was the ery at the time of the last
election. What have they done in the House
since they were returned? *They have (le-
posed those who faithfully carried out their
_duties and put in their positions memhers
-of their own parties, 1 occupied the posi-
"tion of Chairman of Cgmmittees for many
years and during the whole of that time not
one of my rulings was ever guestioned. Yet
when the party opposite were retnroed to
power they echose those who had given them
support for the positions whieh were avail-
able.

Hon, P, Collier: And the member for Wil-
liama-Narrogin voted for the member for
Wagin.

Mr. HOLMAN: We were told that when
the Labour Government were in office thev
were not doing right. Everything that could
diseredit them in the eyes of the country
was said and done by hon. members on the
'Ijreasury henches whe were then in opposi-
tion, Every insinuation was hurled at us
and they declared that they were the p:n't*r,1
who would put things right. What do we
find? The position to-day is worse than it
has ever heen and if anyone dares to eriticise
the Government we are told, *Why do you
not tell vy what to do; why «do you not as-
sist ws; why do yon not let us know how
we can make a suceess of things?’’  The
people returned the party opposite to power
because they declared they comld put things
in ovder. But if they are not capable of
doing that why do they not get out and allow
someone glse to come in and make the at-
tempt? ‘What have they donme since they
have been in office¥ They have merely
placed their own political friends in posi-
tiong which were waiting to be filled, and
now they are being kept in power by reason
of the fact that the people have mo oppor-
tanity of telling them to go. If the people
had the chance of doing so, they would with-
ont doubt reverse their decision of 12 months
ago. We have tried to tell the Governmeng
what to do, but they have never adopted
any of our suggestions. Even if we ask for
a return so as to show that things are not
done properly the information is refused te
us, The Premier even refuses to allow us
to see ordinary reports. What chance then
have we of helping to vectify things when
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that state of affairs exists® With regard fo
the Governor’s Speeel, so far as length is
concerned it holds the record, and it also
holds the record o far as empty platitudes
go, and so far as it is deficient in showing
construetive ability and containing sugges-
tions for the improvement of conditions gen-
erally in the Slate. We all agree with the
patriotiec sentiments expressed in the opening
paragraph and we realise what has been done
by the men who went to upheld the Empire
in the terrible struggle which is taking place,
We can express to them our appreciation and
offer them our thanks for what they have
done. At the same time, I have to express
regret that a great deal of political eapital is
being made out of the present war. Alem-
bers on this side of the House are being con-
demned for the attitude they have adopted.
8o far as members of the Opposition are
concerned, they represcut more men who
have gone to the Fromt than the whole of
the members on the other side of the House,
and they number three to our one. The
union T have the honour to be ns-
socinted with had a membership in 1914
of over 4000 and they have sent to the
Front no fewer than 2,000 men, and because
we do not knuckle down and become parb
and parcel of a rotten Administration, we are
accused of working against the Government
and rvefusing to assist them to win the war.
We on this side of the House have shown a
keener and more patriotic desire than mem-
bers opposite in the direction of winning the
war. Without exception hon. members op-
posite have used this great national crisis
for the sake of paltry and petty political
purposes. What is being done now? Even
the Recruiting Committee have sent letters
to individval members to ask them to en-
deavour to find somsething on which to at-
tack us. Seo far as I am concerned, I intend
to do in the future what T have always done
in the past. T offered my services to the
country without avail, and T have cndeav-
oured to get every available man to enlist,
but T am not going to prostitnte my politieal
opinions for the purpese of supporting an
Administration which is of no benefit to the
country and is mo credit to itself. We con-
tinnally hear in this Chamber platitudes and
empty mouthings from members who have
beecome Nationalists for merely party pur-
poses, and because there were those who would
not join them they sent ocut candidates to
oppose them at the last elections which took
place. Qwing to the action of Perth nation-
alists a man was sent to oppose me begause
I would have nothing to do with them. That
is the erowd who pose to-day as a National
Government. We have heard all that they -
are prepared to do, yet when we read the
Governor’s Speeech and see what is heing
done for our returned soldiers, we ecannot
but express disappointment, and when an
effort is made to censure them for their
failure to carry out their promises, we can
only get three supporters from their side who
are not satisfied with what has been done.
My opinion is that it will not be long before
the men directly affected take these mattersa
into their own liands so as to make sure of
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getting the treatment which they are entitled
to receive. So far as provigion for their
future is concerned, there is no defined pol-
icy, yet those in office gtill have the confidence
and the support of members who sit behind
them. There are some statements in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech as to what it is intended to
«do for the returned men. Many are to De
provided for on the land while provision is
‘to be made for prospeeting, ete. So far as
settling men on the land is coneerned, there
are some who may be able to go on the land,
but there must be thousands who have never
been on the land and never will go on it.
As | have advocated before, we should give
our retnrned men assistanee so that they may
go out prospecting for gold and other min-
erals. So far as gold mining is concerned, the
pld system which was in foree in the early
days, but which does not exist at the present
time, was the best. When T first came to the
country 23 years ago men worked on mines
for wages and while earning wages they sent
athers out prospecting.  The - Government
shonld now take the place of thoie men who
in the early days backed the prospectors,
-and support the returned soldiers while out
prospeeting. There are in Western Australia
many opportunities in that direction and if
a4 system were put inte force for assisting
returngd men to open up the almost deserted
fields and the copper and lead centres, I am
certain it would prove remunerative, The Gov-
wrument shonld assist with money grants,
turn-outs, and toois, and with proper super-
vision that fillip which mining requires
would be at hand,

The Minister for Mines: We are getting
-good results now,

Mr. HOLMAN: | have given scveral re-
turned men whom I knew many years ago
letters to the departpent and L am glad to
gay that those men were helped by the de-
partment. I spoke on the mining Estimates
last year and suggested that in the big min-
ing centres there should be established depdts
from which men could obtain otufits and sup-
plies.

The Minister for Mines: That i3 being done
with the exception of the supervision, A gen-
wine prospector does not want to be restrieted
in his actions,

Mr. HOLMAN: T mean supervision in the
distribution of the assistance te be given to
those men. Of course no supervision can be
exercised over the prospector himself, but
with a proper supervision of the digtribution
of assistance the men eould go to a local com-
miftee and get necessary impedimenta with-
out having to send all the way to Perth.

The Minister for Mines: That system is in
wogne at present.

Alr. HOLMAN: Well it has not heen ear-
ried very far., We know that at present the
finances of the State are in a parlous condi-
tion. But if any effort is made on this side
to give assistance we are met with a blank
refusal to furnish the required information.
‘When discussing the Estimates last session I
showed that the Government had appoeinted a
certain person to be manager of State hotels
at an inereased salary. That vote was re-
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duced by direction of the House. Later on
the question was asked whether the officer
concerned was receiving the same salary, and
the answer was in the affirmative. Again,
although certain moneys have been granted
to the Fire Brigades Board, the graating
was not in conformity with the .Act which
came into foree last year. I shall be able
to deal more fully with this when we get the
officer’s report and the Auditor General’s
comments on it. The whole of this expense
was illegal, and moreover, the money was
spent withont the Governor’s approval. If
that can be done in connection with the Fire
Brigades Board it may be happening in many
other directions, It is all .controlled by an
official in the Colonial Seecretary’s Depart-
ment, probably the most rottenly adminis-
tered department in the State. The Colonial
Secretary's Department is responsible for a
good deal of expenditure which is not repro-
ductive, and becanse of that it calls for very
careful adminstration. Yet the Colonial See-
retary pursues the same tacties as he did
when a pressman, that is to say, he utilises
his knowledge of advertising to make ont
that he is a careful, keen, capable Min-
ister. In vespect of his administrative
abilities T think that, poor though the Minis-
terial team is—I do not think we could get
a poorer team in the House—the Colonial
Secretary is probably the worst of the bunch.
The accountant in the Colonial Secretary’s
department is allowed to go out as manager of
the State hotels. Ie does not put in his time
in the office. I intend to get the details of the
expenses in regard te the Fire Brigades Board.
I think we arc entitled to them, because the
report is in the hands of every member of the
board. Yet the Premier is so spineless and
weak that he refuses to give the House a eopy
of that report. I daresay that the officer
concerned has told the Premier that he should
not give it to_us,and the Premier is so weak-
kneed that he obeys the officer. Surely, if
members of the board have the report, we as
members of Parliament arc entitled to it. The
Colonial Secretary has administered the Fire
Brigades Aect just as rottenly as he administers
the other affairs of hiz department, and in all
probability he has told the Premier that he
must 1ot present that report to the House, and
the Premier, as weak as he is in everything
else—he has not as munch backbone as a jelly
fish——

The Premier: I wonder what the hon. mem-
ber thinks of himself.

Mr. HOLMAN: When T am sitting under a
Premier such as we have at present [ cannot
be expected to have a very high opinion of the
company in which I find myself. T have
nothing against the Premier as a man, but as
an administrator he has my deepest symuathy. -
I knew him when he was Minigter for Mines,
and when he was Agent General, and he was
weak enough then, in all conscience. As 2
man he i3 very nice and gentlemanly; we all
refer to him ag a fine old English gentleman;
hut as an administrator, he is a very different
proposition. T say it is a bad thing for the
country to have him in office 'at a time like
thig.
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Mr. Nairn: He has stayed in office longer
than you did.

The Premier: T suppose if I gave way to
you I would not be weak-kneed. .

Mr. HOLMAN: T do not want you to give
way to me. A man who will give way to his
officials and refuse to members of the House
a report that has been in the hands of members
of the Fire Brigndes Board for months, is not
expected to give way to me.

The I'remier: The hon. member has seen
the report.

Mr. HOLMAN: In all probability I bave.

The Premier: It is only a report from one

of the officers to the Aunditor General
't!Mr. HOLMAN: Surely we are entitled to
it!
The Premier: No, you are not.
Mr. HOLMAN: Well, I am profoundedly
surprised.  1f reports are given from one
officer to ancther we, as representatives of the
people, are not cntitled to those reports! I
am indeed surprised, and I will make an effort
to get that report from one of the members
of the board.

The Premier: You will-be able to get it
when the Auditor General has finished with it.

Mr. HOLMAN: It has been In the posses-
sion of the Fire Brigades Board for months,
Surely it has heen dealt with.

The Premier; No,

Mr. HOLMAN: It has been in their posses-
sion for months.

The Premier: For montha?

Mr, HOLMAN: Well, for several wecks, at
all events,

The Premier: Perhaps for a few days.

Mr, HOLMAN: Ny, for several weeks. The
member for Swan just now remarked that the
Premier has stayedl in office longer than I did.
In all probability the greatest credit I, as a
Minister, had was when with yourself, Sir, I
was turned out from the team by one who
proved, as others have proved during the last
few months, a traitor to the Labour party.
It is one of the brightest recollections [ have
that the man who dismissed me from hig
Ministry proved a traitor to his party. I am
not ashamed of any of my administrative acts,
and I am pleased to think that I was held to
be not fit to associate with traitors and rats.

The Attorney General: Did anybody say
you were?

Mr. HOLMAN: The interjection by the
member for Swan seemed to imply that,
Mr, Nairn: Oh, no,

Mr. HOLMAXN: Had T saerificed my politi-
cal opinions anil hecome a traitor I might have
held a higher position in the House to-day.
But I am not prepared to sell myself. The
attitude I took right through was in the best
interests of the State and of my party. I am
not going to sink my opinions for any man,
The party that hold office to-day have been
our political and industrial enemies all through.
They have not changed one iota, even since
the outbreak of war. They are the same auto-
crats and despots as they were before the war,
and T am not going to sell 'my political opinions
to he associated with them.

Mr. Nairn: You might wait until you are
invited.
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Mr, HOLMAN: T may say that I have been
asked to join the Nationalists. We were all
asked. I was asked to join the Nationalist
party when the others joined last year, and I
declined without thanks. Ministers have told
us of economies they are supposed to have
effected. At the same time we have only to
look at the expenditure totals to find that we
are in a worse position to-day than ever

before. Not a solitary instance of .any last-
ing economy has been placed hefore the
House. The Minister for Works told us the
other night what has been done in the
Works Department. But that is not the

Almost without exception every
dismigsal of an officer has been owing to
the faet that practically no loan money
has been expended as compared with the mil-
lions in provious years, Can economy be
pointed to in any other dizection? There is,
T think, one, and only one, which the present
Giovernment have effected. That is to be seen
on all railway trains and in every .Government
department, in the shape of printed paper
provided for use instead of the customary
ganitary paper. The Government rose to their
proper level, and stopped there. We find them
appointing their personal friends to fat posi-
tions. s that Nationalism? We have the
mayor of WNortham appointed to the Fire-
Brigades Boaril without any knowledge what-
over of his new duties. Then we have the ap-
pointement of William Lemen Thomas to a
gent nn the Bunbury Harbour Trust, If this
had been done by the Labour Government,
what would have been said? I should like to
know why the men who previously held those
positions were not re-appointed.

Hon. P. Collier: What about Cook?

AMr. HOLMAN: T have a keen recollection
of Cook being in Fremantle in the early days.
T do not know if it is thg same gentleman. The
@overnment ought to inguire why Cook severed
his connection. The Government are quite pre-
pared to appoint anybody if by doing so they
can serve their own political purposes. If a
mon is doing good work in any position, es-
pecially at a time when we are supposeﬂ'to
sink all party differences, he should receive
recognition. Politieal sops should not he held
out for services rendered. I know some of the
experienced lompers on the Bunbury wharf,
who should have been appointed before the
relired politician, William Lemen Thomas.
There are other appointments but the least
gaid about them the better.

Mr, Thomson: You used to think he was all
right at one time.

Mr. HOLMAN: That may be, but when a
man becomes a traitor to his party or the
country he ceases to have the respect of any
man. That has been so for all time, especially
in British politics. There is one subjeet that
we ean approach, and always have approached,
apart from party and that is the mining in-
dugtry. Tt should be fostered and encouraged
in every way hut the treatment that is heing
meted out to prospectors and lenseholders ia
not too satisfactory. The industry is on the
wane becanse of the domineering treatment of
the State battery manapers. Y have written
letters to the Government in regard to the min-
ing industry but the same old reply is received

true position.
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from the department. We find leases are being
held under exemption for years. The Minister
for Mines has, however, taken up a matter that
has been before the department for some time.
I refer to the Wiluna leases in liquidation. I
Lave been to the Minister several times about
this matter. The leases are held up because
the company is in liquidation, but the company
have aequired leases sinee they have been in
liquidation. They have held many leases with-
out working them. We know what exemption
has done in the past. I do not believe in grant-
ing this indiscriminate exemption, locking up
the best areas we have in the country. Many
persons in Perth, interested in mining and
eonnected with mining, are forming a society,
but many of these persons have been the
greatest blocks to mining whieh this country
has seen. I hope no assistance will be given
to them. I could refer to these persons by
name but I have no desire to do so. These
persons have locked up, and held more leases,
without properly working them, than is desir-
able. The country outbaek is what we should
look to but it is receiving no assistance. We
shonld help those persons in such places as
Penk Hill, Wiluna, and on the copper fields.
The Minister promised to give some little as-
tention to these matters but we. have heard
nothing. T desire to point.out that if the Gov-
ernment wish to give mining a fillip, better
treatment must be meted out to prospectors
who desire to open uwp the country outback.
There are the copper and lead mines. Seme
provision ghould be made for the areas in the
northern portion of the State, where the lead
industry and the copper industry should he
taken in hand. Bnt this is a matter that can
be dealt with more fully when we are dealing
with the Estimates, The Governor’s Speeclh
refers to enconragement being held out to
people on the land. But sinee the Government
have been in office the eneouragement meted
out to people on the land has not been of the
proper sort. Many people have been driven off
the land. T eould quote my own ease in regard
to the different treatment that is meted out to
different people. I do mnot know if it is
beeanse I maintain the positien which I
have always held, but it seems to be
the ease. The rabbit question is an  im-
portant one and should he dealt with.
Those looking after the interest of the
farmer should take the matter in hand and
se¢ that it is remedied. T do not altegether
agrge with the action of the Government in
distributing poison throughont the country,
We should make an effort to turn into greater
profit the rabbits, as they are doing in the
Fastern States. They shonld be turned into
food, There is one matter which T am
keenly interested in and that is the timber
industry. The position of that industry to-
dny is, bevond the shadow of a doubt. more
depressed than ever. The timber industry
is not in a satisfactery condition. T main-
tain the futnre of the timber industry is as-
sured, but the timber workers are not being
treated as thex should be treated. The
price of timber, taking the years from 1008
to 1918, as far as this State is concerned, has
increased probably 100 per cent. The export
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trade to the East has increased by leaps anc
bounds, but I wish to call atteution to ¢
danger which may creep in. We should nof
export timber to Broken Hill which is no
snitable for the work for which it is to b«
used. We should see that timber that i
snitable for the work is sent to Broken Hilil
I believe a great deal of karri is being sen
t¢ the Broken Hill mines. 1 have inspectet
the karri in the stacks at the mills and .
noticed that the karri is subject to a fungu
that rots the timber in a year or two.

The Attorney General: Under certain con
ditions.

. HOu.AN: Tnder damp conditions,

The Attorney (eneral: Mr. Delprat, o
Broken Hill, says he is satisfied with th
timber whieh he is getting.

Mr. HOLMAN: When I went to the Broke
Hill mines to work in the late eighties, the
were using hardwoods. I do not know wha
kind of timber it was but that hardwood wa
subject to a c¢ertain kind of fungus and a
soon as I inspected the karri stacks quit
recently the same smell came from the fungu
attacking the karri as attaclked the hard
woods at Broken Hill which T noticed yem
ago. If the karri timber is utilised in minin
it should be used on work where there |
no danger. If it is used for timbering u
levels, every precaution should be taken. W
have other valuable timbers in this State the
could be used for timbering the main level
I speak’ with & knowledge of the actw
working of the timbers underground, but
am afraid the karri, if not treated, will t
subject to this same fungus as the harn
woods were in the early days before orege
was introduced. 'We have plenty of oth
valnable timbers that counld take the place «
Iarri for this work, bnt so far as super-stru
ture ig concerned karri is unequalled. TIf ti
timber is nsed in a position where it is imm
diately filled wp with mnullock, the karri ea
serve the purpose as well as any other tin
ber. Bnt do nof let ns get the timber a be
name when the trouble ean be rectified. .
mnst not be used in the wrong places.

The Attorney General: Tt has been eo
demned in the past beecanse people used
wrongly,

mr. HOLMAN: Do not Jet us do that agai

The Attorney General: We are watchir
it. .

fThe Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN: T know what the timber |
A lot has been said about the timber indust
and at no time in the history of Wester
Australia hag this industry sueb great pra
peets. To-day we are prodneing from wh:
was previously waste timber, msefnl articl
which were never thought of before, Thon
ands of feet of timber is going to the BEac
ern States that previously went into ¢t
fire. The treatment of the men working «
the timber mills to-day is not what it shou
be. Those who have the interests of I
workers at heart should give the matter son
congideration. The wages paid in Queen
Jand in 1906—this is shown by eviden
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given in the arbitration court in those days
—were 3. 1d. per day, and it is now consider-
ably higher than the wages paid in Western
Australia, The minimum wages have in-
creased in the northern areas of Queensland,
while in Western Australia the wapes have
practically been at a standstill. I ecould
quote the schedules showing the wages paid
in the various States. The highest wages, as
atated by Mr. Teesdale Smith, paid in
Queensland in 1906 was, for big benchmen,
8s. Sd. The minimum wage was 5s. 1d. To-
day the minimum wage paid in the Queens-
land sawmills is 1s, §14d, to 2s 5d. per hour
for skilled men. Yet in Western Australia
we are drifting along at the same rate of
wages. We know the price of timber hag in-
creasedd by over 100 per cent. in some cases
and the timber is being utilised as it never
was before, Greater returns are being re-
ceived, and althongh the wages have in-
sreased in every State in the Commonwealth,
the highest rate in  Western Australia
a few years ago is to-day the lowest rate
»f wages paid anvwhere in the industry.
Then again, with regard to the administra-
tion, even in our Government mills the men
are  victimised in counection with their
stores, the men being overcharged in this di-
rection. An example which I sent to the de-
sartment came under my notice, showing
vhere men are overcharged for their stores,
ind are being underpaid, aeccording to the
wwarils, 1 also pointed out an instance in which,
ot the Government meneral stores on the saw-
nills, one woman bought some flanellette on
Saturday at 10%d, a yard, and for the same
irticle on the following Monday another
voman was charged 1s. 414d. That is noth-
ng more nor less than robbery. The Minis-
er has promised to go into the matter. Tf
1 does not reetify it we must take other
iteps to sec that it is put right. So far ag the
vorkers in the timber industry are con-
:.erned, while they are endeavouring to im-
wove their position, they are not going to
Jdlow the price of timber to be inereased 100
rer cent. and the eost of living 50 per cent.,
nd to go on themseclves at the same rate of
vages. Another matter of interest to the
wople of the State is that of shipbuilding.
“his is supposed to be starting in the near
uture. There has been some argument in
onnection with the matter. So far as the
resent position is eomeerned, T believe that
he agreement has been signed by the direc-
orgs of the company. At the same time the
hipbuilding industry is not reeceiving that
atriotic treatment from the Sawmillers’ As-
peiation which it has a right to expect. T
ndevstand that the association has in-
reased the price of its timbers considerably.

do not know exactly what the result of
1is will be. So far as the agreement which
13 already been mentioned in the Housc is
meerned, the unions in this State are not pre-
wred to sign it as it was sent over for their sig-
wure by the Commonwealth Government.
hey are prepared to carry out the work in
me directions without an agreement, but
ere is no chance whatever of their signing
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this one. The reason why it has not been
stgned is because of the objectionable clauses
in it. These objectionable clauses have heen
placed before the directors of the shipbuild-
ing company, and they have agreed unani-
mously with the proposition set forth by the
representatives of the unions and the
workers concerned. On every oceasion the di-
rectors agreed with the representative of the
workers. The Federal Government, however,
gaid that they counid not agree to this pro-
position unless the agreement was signed in
its entirety. One of the objectionable
clanses is the first one, which reads as fol-
lowg;—-

That the employee will neecept work
under the Commonwealth or any company,
person or firm in connection with ship-
building by the Commonwealth or by any
sueh company, person or firm, for orunder
contract or arrangement with the Common-
wealth.

The agreecment says that they will aceept
work with any firm or company or person in
any part of the Commonwealth in which they
may be required to engage in the shipbuild-
ing industry. They ean be required to go
anywhere, or work for any firm or person,
In my opinion the worker himself should
have the right to say for what firm or in
what State he shall elect to be employed.
The employers agreed unanimously to this.
Another clause in the agreement is one
which requires the worker, in  connection
with shipbuilding, to work such hours per
day naa he shall be required to work, and
that he will not under any cireumstances
or on any considerations whatever take part
in any strike in connection with shipbuild-
ing or the manufacture or supply of material

requivred for shipbuilding during the eon-
tinuance of the agreement. He can he called
upon to work any number of hours. The

standard for a day's work has been estab-
lished in this State for some years, and we
are mot going te allow any persen or com-
pany to dictate to us as to the nnmber of
hours that may be worked. The Federal
Governineut also ask that the wunion shall
incorporate a rule to provide for enforeing
compliance with the terms of the agreement
on the part of its members working in con-
ncetion with shipbuilding or in the manufac-
ture of any material required for shipbuild-
ing under  the Federal Government’s
Scheme. That is to say, the unions must take
the responsibility of compelling any of their
members to work for any person or firm or
ecompany in any State in which they are
called upon to work. That eclause in the
agreement the directors have agreed s
neither fair nor reasonable, and yet we have
a section of the so-called National Labonr
party asking that this agreement should be
signed. With regard to the portion of the
agreement dealing  with the gunestion of
strikes, the representative sent over by the
Federal Government to Western Australia
came to a meeting of the men interested in
the shipbuilding proposal, and advocated
that they should take up the same attitude
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Bs he once took up in Vietoria. He advo-
cated that the unions should draw their men
from that work, that they should first
sign the agreement, and get what they
wanted afterwards. I took him to task for
that. He advocated that we should prove
false to onr signatures, and bring our men
out on strike afterwards in order to attain our
own ends, The whole of the unions—I do not
refer to the scction of the unionists who are
nationalised, for we ecall them by another
name—in Western Ausiralia who are in-
terested in the shipbuilding proposals are
prepared to o, to the best of their ability,
everything possible to foster and encourage
that industry in Western Australia. We do
not think, however, that we should be-
come subservient when we do that. We
want to work under fair and reasonable
conditions, We are prepared to (do our part
in a straightforward manner, and net in the
manner advoeated by the man who was sent
here hy the Federal Government. This repre-
sentative did not advoeate that there shonld be
@ cessation of work as n body, but that the
men should be drawn ont one by enc on the
system that was adopted by him in Vietoria.
This is not an agreement referring to either
couditions or wages. That question has not
yet been discussed by either party. This is an
agreement which the unionists must sign be-
fore the industry can be started. The men are
anxious to start work at any time, and to en-
deavour to the best of their ability to bring
about the sueceessful launching of the ship-
building indwostry here, so long as this is done
under good general working conditions and
under proper wages, We arce in aceord with
the directors regarding the ohjectionable
clauses which I pointed ont. We agree to
amend the agreement by adding a proviso to
protect the men -in this State and to retain
them here, and to provide that they shall work

under the conditious that have oblainel
here in the past in regard to piece-
work, and the hours of Jabour. Tt is

the Federal Government who stand in the
way. If the industry is not lawnched in this
State it will be the fault of the Federal Gov-
ernment and nct of the umion.  There are
other industries here which require develop-
ment, These ean be dealt with later. The
one I have mentioned is, however, the most
important. 1 should like to deal with the
question of the granting of country liquor
licenses. The attitude of the Government in
allowing the conditions of sale to go forth in
the way that have been allowed to go forth
here ig, to my mind, usurping the funetions of
the court. If that can be done in one court it
ean be done i other courts. We find that
land was sold recently on the understanding
that it shouldl only be used for hotel purposes,
that the applieation for the license should be
made to the next court sitting after the sale
of the land, and that premises had to be built
within twelve months after the gronting of
the license, and that the present lessee shouid
have the right to remove any of the existing
jmprovements within 30 days from the date of
the sale. It is a revelation to me that any
Government should sllow to go forth an order

of this kind. What are we coming to? TI
magistrate coicerned possessed the couruge
speak as in his position he should speak, b
he may suffer because of the stand he took u
We find that the men who pander to the Go
ernment and undertake sueh work as the
always get on best, wherégs the official wl
stands np and does the right thing will in 2
probability be vietimised,  For the Gover
ment to place such conditions on the sile «
land is tantamount to ordering the gourt -
grant a license to the purchaser. Unless
man had some backbone he could not ve
well refuse to grant the licenge. It is pleasiy
to know that we have a magistrate who is pr
pared to explain his position. I am sorry th
when he saw what was going on he grant
the licenses at all. If anything can be done
stop that Jicense it should be done, There wi
a leading article in to-day’s paper referria
to some of the. applicants for licenses. I ¢
not know anything about their connestion
hut it appears to me that we are degradi
the laws of the country wheu orders like th
go out. T do not tesire to criticise the po
tion too strongly at present, because in ¢
probability some inquiry will be made into :
Surely the blame will not be thrown unpt
some lesser officinl for putting this clause in
the title. That cannot be done by a me
official, but must surely be done by someone
authority.

Hon, . E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mim
ter}: The trouble is not the putting in of ¢
elause but the writing of the latter.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is a detail. The ¢o
ditions are placed in the title, which is broug
into court.

Hon. ¥. E. 8 Willmoett (Honorary Mini
ter): The conditions are placed in every titl
either for or against,

Hon. P. Collier: Net conditions of th
kind,

Mr. HOLMAN: Some inquiry should I
made into this, and if we find that the pos
tion is as it appears to he, some radical ehang
will have to be made in the administration
the affairs of the department concerned. I ¢

. not think we have ever had such a degradir

spectacle in this or any other country, Su
c;:lnditions should not appear on the title !
all,

Hon. T. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Mini
ter): They have to appear there.

Mr. HOLMAN: Land should not be sol
under such conditions. They absolutely t
the hands of the magistrate, and appear -
give special favours to some persons.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mini
ter): Not at all.

Mr. HOLMAN: They amount practically !
an instruction from the Government to gra
the license, There is no donbt about tha
Suppose the man, after buying the land, ca
not obtain a license.

Hon. F. B, 8, Willmott (Honorary Mini
ter): That would be his look-out.

Mr. HOLMAN: Surely there is some mor
obligation on the part of the Government
the man who has been induced to pay a high
price for a block of land in such ecirem
stances; otherwise the Government are guil
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of obtaining money under false pretences.
However, that would be only in keeping with
the attitude adopted by the Government in
other directions, revenue "being obtained by
means which are a_disgrace to any Administra-
tion, Officials in all departments are adminis-
tering withont regard for the laws of the
eountry, As to betting, I have always main-
tained that we eznnot do away with it, and
that a course far preferable to that now
adopted would be to register men, under
license, to bet in shops or elsewhere; and let
the bhetting be restricted accordingly. The
administration of the Fire Brigades Act is a
disgrace, too. Reverting to this question of
the block of land, T do not know why the par-
ticular persons referred to should be so fav-
oured. ' ’ '

The Premier:
opportiunity.

Mr. HOLMAN: Perhaps, if I had scrved
the Government in the same way as others
have served them.. All the opportunity that
has been granted me by the Government has
been the dockage of ls, on my wheat, driving
we out of farming. .

The FPremier: The hon. member should
‘stiek to facts. What he is telling the House
is largely fiction. )

Mr, HOLMAN: What I have stated I will
stand by. I do not know the exact details of
the case, but it is o disgrace that such a title
should be issued, and should be presented in
evidence before the court.

The Premier: The opportunity was open te
anyoue in Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: The endorsement on the
title represents an instruction to the court.

Mr. HOLMAN: No Government with any
sense of honour would impose such a stipu-
lation. The same justice has not been meted
out in other courts of the country, and the
sooncr that state of things is altered the bet-
ter, It is a marvellons thing that the people
should take such action on one application,
and such different action on another appliea-
tion, as reported in the Press, These mat-

You could have had the same

ters requive investigation, and no doubt will

be investigated. An extraordinary thing was
the deputation that waited on the Premier
gowe time ago. They termed themselves
National Tabourites, and they asked for the
introduction of legislation to do away with
the use of union funds for political purposes.
It is wonderful indeed that men who have
been fed from such levies for years should
ask for them to be made illegal. Almost the
whole of the industrial legislation of Aus-
tralia has been brought about by the pay-
ment of such fees by the unionists. And vet
:here are men who in the past have fed from
ijome of these gsources, having hecome mixed
1ip with another organisation that disguises
tself as Nationalism

AMr. Davies: There is no man in this House
vho has been fed more largely from those
ources than the membar for Murchison.

Mr, HOLMAN: T would vather be fed from
hose sources than sell myself to he fed
roam other sourees,

AMr. Davies: That ia all right.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, HOLMAN: In view of our Parliament-
ary salaries and of the vpkeep of our families,
we have to be fed from some other source.
Our rarliamentary salary is not sufficient to
keep us and our families, It is a sta.qding
disgraece that men who have been assisted
from this source should turn reund and bite-
the hand that fed them,

Mr. Teesdale: You have not had your price

et. .
Y v, HOLMAN: Probably not. If the hon.
member had his price, he would uot receive
very much—about the price of an ordinary
show dog in a cireus.

Mr, Teesdale: Poov old show!

Mr. HOLMAN: Who financed these so-
called National Labourites in the past? Who
paid the election expenses of many of themi
When, in 1904, the Registrar did away with
the rule that uniong which permitted the levy-
ing of dnes for political purposes to Le regis-
tered, some of those members howled loud
and long against the Registrar’s decision,
And yet, finding themselves received into an-
other fold, they are prepared to trample down
the pyramid on whieh they elimbed.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Nntional confer-
ence instructed them.

Mr, HOLMAN: T davesay. Gold help any
country in whose government such men as-
gist. Who finances the Liberal candidatesf
Their assoeiation. Who finances Country
party members$ Their party.

wmr, Piekering: No. They finance them-
selves.

Hon, P. Collier: No fear!

Mr. Pickering: T know who financed my
clection expenses.

My, HOLMAN: How are such men going to
be financed in the future? It will be a bhad
thing for us if the unions are forbidden to
midertalce henceforth the work which they
undertook in the early nineties. After the
hig strikes in the early nineties the unionists
were told not to strike again, but to take
nolitical action; and they followed that advice.
To-day, we have men who have been agsisted
bv the unionists, veing back and asking the
Government to take away that power. The
object is to re-introduce hogus nnions, under
the name of National unions. Tn the strug-
gles of 30 vears ago we had the same sort
of men, who were ealled iats and blacklegs.
But the Liberals callel them free lahourers,
and then loyalists, and now they call them
Nationalista.

Mr. Davies: They are fairly numerous.

Mr. HOLMAN: You, Mr. Speaker, will re-
member the great rlonds of pgrasshoppers
which devastated the country from end to
end. Thev were numerons, but they did not
do mueh good. The plagues of rats we have
had in this country were numerouns, but they
dil net do mueh good. The plague of
Nationalist politicians in Western Australia
are numerous, hut they do not do mueh good.
We on this side are trying to do our hest, Tt
i3 a remarkable fact that Mr. 8caddan, when
leader of the party on this side of the House,
was for years stated to he absolutely useless;
when, on the other hand, he turned traitor
and joined the appasife party, he was held
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up as a shining example for other labourites
in this country to follow. The best members
in any party are those who sre loyal and true
to the pledges they give, who work for their
country, and not for themselves alone. The
Nationalists told the people that great ser-
vices would be performed, that they were
going to save all the wheat and win the war,
What have they done, however? They have
appointed the Mayor of Northam to the Fire
Brigades Board, and William Lewan Thomas
to the Bunbury Harbeur Trust, Bui what
have they done to assist in the wineing of the
war? All unionists throughout Australia
kave paid their hard-earned money to assist in
getting industrial legislation passed, yet to-
day we sec an attempt to break down that
system. ¥Uh~+ i3 theé reagon? The very same
men who attended that deputation were not
80 very long age stating in the country, ‘‘The
Labour party are the party for the country;
they are out for the benefit of the country;
they are the party of reform.’’ Where do we
find those members to-day? Either they were
false then, or they ars false to-day.
The Labour party is the same fo-day as it
has always been. How is it possible for any-
oue to joim with lifclong opponents in order
to bring about reform as some of the National
Labourists have done! One of the most dis-
tasteful things we know of 13 for the men
who have been financially assisted in the past
from the earnings of the workers, to break
away from them.  Whether the action be
right or wreng, T am not going to say here,
but T owill say that the Labour cause to-day
ig as it has always Deen and those who have
joined our lifelong enemies are not worthy
of the name of Labourists.

Mr, Mullany: Do not forget that the men
who supported me financially years ago, did
so on the last occasion,

Mr. HOLMAN: T do not doubt that. The
disruption in the great Labour movement in
Australia is being bronght about by influ-
ences which are hard to fathom., We know
what the movement was a few years ago, and
we know alsp what influences have heen
brought to bear in order to divide the party.
The infloences were the same as those the
Germans used. Theve is no doubt that the
same Hunuish taetics have been adopted to
disrupt the movement. I do not blame the
rank and file because many of them have
heen misled, but T do blame the leaders who
gacrificed the canse and joined those whom
we have heen fighting all our lives. Not one
golitary thing can we point to that has been
done hy the National Government which has
been of benefit to the people as a whole in
this or in any other country; not one act of
legislation nor of administration has been of
advantage to the workers. Yet those so-
called National Labourists are -giving that
party now their whole hearted support. In
gdays gonc by when labour struggles have
taken place we have seen men taking a certain
stand; we have seen the same men in recent
times practically blacklegging on . their fellow
.workers. It is a sad spectacle indeed. The
labour movement may be under a shadow
at the present time, owing fo disrnption and
owing to malign influences which have been

. Tot of people.

at work and- which bave caused a bred
amongst the rank and file. The rank add {
have followed the same men; I do not blai
them for having dome so, but they eertair
bave been led astray, and the leaders w
have been responsible will suffer in the futy
as other false leaders have suffered in t
past. The movement is one of demogcrae
this is being realized in other countries a
provision is being made for it, and the wor
will eventually bhe the better for it. T
speeches of the greatest men to-day have
tendency towards democracy, but unforty
ately it is like every other movement, it
retarded in its progress by those who betrs
I repeat that the rank and file have been m
fed by the attitude of those who were for
erly leaders. In Western Australia, had it n
been for the Labour party, we would not ha
had one industrial law in the country. Tt
practically the same in every other eounts
The Attorney General: Did you say th
your party introduced the Arbitration Ac
Mr. HOLMAN: T say there is no legisiati
of any use whieh the Labour party did n
assist to intreduce. 1 know as much abo
the Arbitration Act as the Attorney Gemner
The Attorney General: It was introdue
by a Libheral Minisgter. )
Mr, HOLMAN: The first Arbitration A
which was passed was ncver availed of; t

‘sceond ono Was,

The Attorney General: Give eredit whe
it is due.

- Mr, HOLMAN: Tt was introduced with t

support of the Labour party, and at th
time the Labour party held the balance
power. As a matter of faet it was drawn
by them te a great extent, and had it n
heen for the faet that the Labonr party we
there we might not have had an Arhitrati
Act, and the Minister knows it.

[The Speaker: resumed the Chair.]

* The Attorney Gencral:  Nothing of
kind, The Minister at the time knew th
the conditions of the eountry were ripe f
such a measure.

Mr. HOLMAN: When I gpeak of the L
bour party, I mean the great parly outsic
of Parlinment who have done aa much for £}
cause as members of Parliament. The mo
ing masses outside have been the Force. A
other matter to which T want to draw atte
tion has reference to the Stamp Act, whic
was passed last session. This measure is m
fair in its operation because while it exemp
an ordinary worker who obhtaing wages w
der £3, it compels the affixing of atamps |
receipts for wages carned hy these engarge
an picee work. T hope the Attorney Gener:
will gee that this is reetified.

The Attorney General: T will pass it o
to the Treasurer.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is a matter which affee
T wrote to the Commission
af Taxation on the subiect and asked him |
let me know whether all niece workers we:
in the same ecategory ag sleeper hewers, an
he ‘replied as follows:—

T have to inform vou that the Solicit

General has advised me that piecework ¢

every kind, whether it be sleeper hewin,
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‘tailoring, bootmaking,.!ete,; does not come
uader ‘wages and salaries as used -in- the
Stamp Act. Therefore, the expemtion £5,
and under, in regard to stamped receipts,
does not apply to piecce work. .

I contend it is not right to compel those cn-
gaged in piece work to stamp their receipts
for wages; they should be treated as ordinary
wage earners, There are other matfers of
vital importance to which attention might be
drawn, but [ have gone on long enough and
there will be ample time to eriticise the var-
ious departments when we get'the informa-
tion we arc asking for. So far as I am per-
sonally concerned, while I am prepared to
give the Government every assistance and
give them a ehance to reetify matters, after
the criticism which was unfair and ungener-
ous in every respect which they hurled at the
Labour Government when in office, and their
many declarations as to what they were pre-
pared to do to straighten the finances,
and their failure to make any at-
tempt in that direction, T do not feel justi-
fied in any longer continuing the attitude T
adopted last session. Tt is my intention to
endeavour to the best of my ability te pre-
vent a continuation of the same rotten state
of affairs as far as administration is con-
cerned. People outback are penalised in every
direetion. The cost of everything is going up
and the wages received have not inereased in
proportion to the added prices put on every-
thing. Yet we find that the extravagance of
the past on the part of the Covernment is
being continued. No attempt has been made
to cffect reforms or bring about cconomies.
Bo far as the administration of various de-
partments is concerned, we find that the same
slackness is apparent and that practiecally no-
thing has been done. There are many officials
in our public service who should not be re-
tained in the positions they oecupy, while at
the same time a great many are doing more
than the work they should be called upon to
do. There are many valuable officers whose
efforts ean be appreeiated, and they should he
given every assistance and support. So far as
I am personally concerned, T am not going to
uge the same. toleration towards the Govern-
ment as T have uged in the past, Yet T am sure
the effort will be in vain, beecanse -they
have the blind support of a gang of foliowers
who are afraid that if any change i3 made
they may have to face their masters, the peo-
ple. To ns on this side it is immaterial whieh
memherg of the Opposition party oceupy the
Ministerial benches. The postion to-day is
worse than ever hefore, and the outlook is de-
pressing, notwithstanding that the State is
one of the richest in the Commonweaith if
given a fair chance, While the people, I may
say, arc of the best class to be found in Aus-
tralia. But the workers outback are not re-
ceiving the assistance that should be forth-
coming. I sineerely hepe that, despite ap-
pearances, the future will prove brighter than
is anticipated. T re-ccho the opening remarks
in His Excellency’s Speech, and express . the
hope that not many more sung will go down
before peace is proclaimed and demoeracy and

justice reign once more.

ccomplimented.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [10.1]: It seems to
e that words, words, words; more words, all
kinds and conditions of words, are used in this
dcbate, and with very little effect. 1 am not
going to take up time in a disptay of words.
.I do not think there is much in the Governor’s
8peech upon which the Government are to be
It-seems to me that the same
sentiments have been expressed in. that his-
toric document for the last four years. ~ The
Government fail to realise that we are drifting
on and on, and that soon we shall be in a posi-
tion of financial collapse. Tt appears to me
that party polities constitute one of the great-
¢st curses we have in Australia, In this
House the formation of a new party was zt-
tempted only a week or so ago. A party
representing repatriation, retrenchment and
reprobation was introduced from Northam and,
T suppose, was dry-nursed at Albany, The
““West Australian’’ sympathetically baried
the party on the following morning. I trust
that no similar attempt to introduee further
parties will be suceessful. The Cabinet should
realise that our accumulated defieit, now
staniling 2% three millions odd, requires the
gravest consideration, The year before last
we had n deficieney of £698,000. Last year it
was £705,000, and for the first two months of
the current year it ran into £240,000. That
cannot econtinue. In counection with our fin-
ances we must remmember that we are eitizens,
not only of the State but of the Commonwealth
also. TIn respect of the State we have had
certain extravagances, possibly far more than
we should have had, but the Commonwealth
extravagance has been jnfinitely greater than
our own, We have in the Commonwealth the
Northern Tapritory, Papua, Canberra, and the
four Commonweaith railways. Every one of
those works has been very extravagant indeed,
and has served to build up a debt of which we
shall have to earry a share. In addition we
have the war loans, and were told the other day
that they represcnt 80 millions yearly. Tt was
arranged with the Commonwealth that they
should obtain 40 millions every six months. The
last April loan produced 4314 millions, and it is
expected that that will have been spent by the
15th October next, when the new loan will be
ready. Toans raised in Australin so far total
149 millions, while we have had 471, millions
from Britain, and are owing Britain 38 mil-
liong for the maintenance of our soldiers and
for munitions. This gives a total of 23414
millions. The seventh loan now being placed
will bring the total to 275 millions, leaving us
a per capita debt of £55. We have on top of
that our own per capita debt of £118, so at
the end of the year, providing we do not go
any further baek, we shall have to pay interest
on a per capita debt of £173. 1In respect of
the present loan, the Prime Minister haa stated
that no lotteries will be permitted. On the
occasion of the last loan these expedients were
indvlged in, but without success. T mention
this because T think that had the new embargo
heen in existence when we were passing the
Stamp Aect we would not have legalised hook-
makers. I stress these financial difficulties be-
eange we must recognise both individual and
State economy, We ean set n good example by
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reducing our Parliamentary machinery and
lessening the cost. . I was sorry that no men-
tion was made of these reductions in the
Governior’s Speech, and still more sorry to hear
the Premier to-night inform the member for
Leederville that it was not the intention of
the Government to reduce the number of mem-
bers in either House,

Mr, O'Loghlen: There is wcthing to preveut
you moving a metion,

My, BROWN: That will be my next step.

AMr, Teesdale: Robingon is atfending to that.

Mg, O’Loghlen: No, he is on salaries,

My, BROWN: We are sopposed to be exercis-
ing war time economies. I fail to see that
either the Government or the people are doing
anything in that direction. I think the Gov-
ernment would have been well advised had
they refrained from carrying owt the usual
custom at the opening “of Parliament, Tt is
an old institution, and old institutions die
hard. At the opening of Parliament we have
the bands and the flags; we turn the corridor
into a second-hand conservatory; we have tea
drinking and other kinds of social functions.
For what purpose? Simply for the glorifien-
tion of politicians,

Mr. O’Loghlen: By how much would the
elimination of those things reduce the deficit?
They cost nothing.

Mr. BROWN: Even if they cost nothing
they set an example to the people. We should
try to do something which would stir the people
into asking the reason why. If members of
Parliament, were to set a good example in
econotny, the electors would quickly follow.
We require to remodel onr Parliamentary sys-
tem in respect of onr representation. As it
stands, it iz absurd. Theoretically, representa-
tion should recognise the principle of one vote
one value, Tet us look at the existing repre-
sentation. For convenience T have taken from
the ‘‘Statistical Abstract'’ of the 30th June
the four highest and the four lowest repre-
sentations. The figures are as follows:—
Leederville 7,779, Canning 7,414, Guildford
7404, Subiaco 6,811, or a total of 29,438, giv-
ing an average of 7,357. 'The Minister for
Mines remarks that L cannot take the existing
conditions as heing normal. Of course, wa
know that conditions have mnot been normal
for the last four years, and we have no reason
to expect a return of normal conditions during
the next few years.

The Minister for Mines: May I ask who
keeps the cities?

Mr. BROWN: The people of the whole
State. Primary production keens everything

going. The four lowest figures are, Roebourne
717, Pilbara 826, Gascoyne 901, Menzies 1,038,
giving a total of 3,482, or 871 clectors to each
representative.  Ts mot that an absurd posi-
tion?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: I agree.

Mr. Teesdale: In the case of Roebourne, we
have the quality.

Mr. BROWN: Quality or no quality, the
Roehourne representative exercises ten times
the power of the representative of Leederville.
I draw attention to those figures in the hope
that, soomer or later, the Government will seri-
ously congider effecting some alteration in our
representation. T was also sorry to see no

re

indication in the Speceh of any intention
the part of the Government to endeavour
do away with party pelitics and unite be
sides of the House. A very mild appeal ¢
behalf of the country wounld imduce all met
bers to work in harmony for the good of tI
Btate, There is no reasoii whatever why th
party spirit should continue. AIl over ¢l
world old systems have had to be droppe
and it appears to me that the Parliamenta:
system we have here is altogether too expe
give, and creates no end of trouble, without ar
advantage being gained. During the coun
of the debate we have heard members on tl
one side warmly complimenting the Governtue
on their proposals, while members on the oth
side stoutly condemn the Government’s polic
The same thing has been going on for as Jon
as 1 ean remember.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And will eontinue till ti
end of the chapter,

Mr, BROWN: Sooner or later the peop
will have to recognise that it is nece
saty that we should work wunder a di
ferent system from that which we have to-da;
T am eonvineed that whilst party polities r
main we shall have little or nothing in tl
way of economy. There i3 no reason why v
should not all sit mround the table instead «
heing diviled as we are. Only the other nigl
an effort was made to oust the Governme
from office. This was & hit of censure in 2
attempt to harass the Government, whic
might have been Lronght forward on son
point in the Speeeh without our having bee
called upon to waste so much of the time ¢
the House. In my opinion the Governmer
were foolish te accept this amendment as
motion of want of confidence. They did
simply beeause in the past it has heen it
custom for Governments te accept such amew
ments in this light. Apparently the Goven
ment intend to stick to enstom. T am pm
pared to pnt this custom on one¢ side, an
would follow anyoue if 1 thonght an alters
tion would he beneficial to the State as
whole.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We say the same.

Mr, BROWN: 1 shonld like to eongrat
late the Minister for Tndustries. There i3 n
doubt that he is doing his ukmost to assist i
making Western Australin u better countr
anid more able o pay its way. Tle says he i
giving the best in him for the purpose of de
veloping industries in the State, but T recog
nise that he has a formidable task abead o
him. As, however, he is attacking the work, .
am in duty bound to praise him for so doing
T hope that the research work he is advocating
will bring forth pgood results. T do not knov
whether this is due to the energies of the Min
ister, but it is a striking fact that a day o
two azo we had an announcement to the effee
that Western Aunstralia had exported 1,35
dozen eggs. T hope that these will meet a pro
fitable market. A grcat amount of criticism
mostly of an unkind nature, has been throwi
at the Minister on various oceasions becans
of his energy in the direction of poultry farm
ing. He is now getting the results of his en
ergies, and T hope these results will continue
Tn eonncetion with the Address-in-reply, 1
think T eould commenee now and speak upor
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many subjects, in fact almost any subject I
chose to bring up. T unoticed in the Speech a
proposal to appoint three railway Commis-
gioners. I should like the Minister for Rail-
ways to consider the possibility of running
the railways a little more rapidly than they
are being run at present.

Mr. O"Loghlen:
worse.

Mr, BROWN: The slowness of our trains
bas been a matter of public comment for years
past. TFor a train to travel 60 miles in six
hotrs, as is the casc on the South-Western line,
is hardly tantamount to travelling at express
speed. T hope the Minister will speed up the
railways a litle bit. I would also point ont
that the tram track throughout the ecity re-
Juires serious attention. It is more or less
like an ordinary spring board, and people who
ride in the ears might quite well feel that they
were riding on the ogean wave, Tt is n dis
omfort to most passengers. I lope that,
lespile the finaneial troubles we are in, these
ittle matters will receive the attention of thosé
n charge. T am now going to enmumerate a
mmber of sebjects upon whieh T eould speak,
f T desired to do so. Tt seems to me that
wvery question under the sun can reasonably
e disenssed in the Address-in-reply without
nterfering with the rules of debate. Tt might
e well for the House to know that if T hagd
he inclination T could speak mpon these vari-
us matters.

My, O'Loghlen: That is common knowledge.
‘on could talk for a week.
Mr. BROWN: Some of my constituents
now the subjects that T Tike to speak wupon,
b may be rather foolish of me to do what I
m condemning others for deing, but as **Han.
i’ hag not been troubled very much by
e, T am going to ask them to put down the
thjeets upon which I could speak. A sub-
et with whieh T could deal at length is that
' health, hospitals and asylums. Other sub-
xets are cemeteries and ceremation, harbours
nd wharves, freezing and eanning works, sani-
\tion, septic tanks, sewerage and deep drain-
ge, and an improved water supply for the
wetropolitan area, edueation, primary, sccond-
ry, technieal and university, fisheries and
shhooks, whale oil and shark’s teeth, the
tate implement works, State brickworks,
tate timber mills and powellising works, bhut-
xr, bacon and ham sandwiches, wheat, pota-
»es, pumpkins and bananas, rabbits,” vermin,
eevil. wallabies, and white ants, prisons, bad
mtilation and eonveniences for escape. These
‘e a few of the many subjects npon which
eonld spend a good deal of time. In view
! the fact, however, that it would do very
ttle good, and would waste the time of hon.
cembers, besides occupying considerable space
CFaneard,’’ T will vesist the temptation
v dlo s0. T trust that some memhers, who have
ul long years of experience in connection with
e Addresg-in-réply and the forms of gov-
nment, will consider seriously whether the
me is not more than ripe for an alteration
our present Parliamentary system. Anyone
ho will introduce a measure to alter the
1 enstom, under which we have lived for so
any years, an alteration which in times
st may not have been permissible, but should

They could not be mueh -
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be permissible now, T will have very much
pleasure in lending him wmy support and en-
couragement,

On motion by Mr. Harrison debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.23 p.m.

Legislative #Assembly,

Thursday, 12th September, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 aam.,
and read prayers.

" [For ‘‘Papers Presented’’ sec “*Votes and
Proceedings. |

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [11.6 a.m.]: One of
the earliest passages in the Governor’s Speech,
I observe, expresses gratitude to our soldiers
and sailors for the solid defence they have
put up in behalf of liberty and justice being
preserved to the free peoples of the universe.
With other members, 1 desire to record the
admiration felt for the gallant and stubborn
defence put up by the Australian troops, and
especially by those from this State of Wesi-
ern Australia. Let me add that our con-
gratulations are extended not only to our own
Australian soldiers, but also to the troops of
Britain and her Allies. Again, had it not been
for the British navy we in Australia weuld
find ourselves in a terrible plight. I do not
know that all of us realise the obligation we
are under to the stalwart defenders of the
freedom of the seas, that command of the
ocean whieh enables the mest distant portions
of the British Bmpire to receive supplies and
send away produets. Y6 is surprising to read
in the ¢‘Statistical Abstract’’ the volmme of
Australian imports and exports which has con-
tinued throughout the war. A erucial ques-
tion for the whole Commonwealth is the lack
of shipping tonnage. Had we been able to
liguidate our assets to the full, instead of

_being dependent upon the British Government

for financial aid in the matter of our wool and
wheat, we ghould have been able to realise the
full value of those commodities without ulti-
mately having to pay interest on advances.
Had our Press tried to educate the people, we
would not hear so much complaining against
members of - Parliament. It appears to me
that the newspapers are not trying to uplift
or wphold the standard of what we who are
left behind should do for those who have gone
to serve in our defence. The Press ought not



